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authag was deſtined to holy orders, 
N impteſſion, made by © 
each pallage, was yet glowing on 
the imagination, and . „ "= 
They have now been in his po. 
{:ffion, or in that of his literary | 
friends, ſome years; in the courſe © 1 
of Which, they have been handel 
about, with the moſt flattering at:. 
tention, from one perſon to another, 8 
equally eminent for the juſtice of 9 
their criticiſm, and the delicacy * © 3 
of their taſte, In the laſt winter,. e 
of them were delivered, public- 
ly, at Edinburgh, before ſeveral of 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed literary cha 
racters, not als of Scotland, but 
of Europe. Amongſt theſe, might 
be named, a Hume, a Kames, a Ro- 
bertſon, a Ferguſon, and a Blair. | 
R DEE 


vii INTRODUCTION. 


\ Theſe honours, however, are 
none of them mentioned in the 
triumph of oftentation ; but, by 
way of apology to thoſe, 'who may 
deem an apology neceſſary. What 
hath been ſo warmly received by 
ſo reſpectable an auditory, may 
reaſonably hope the approbation 
of the world in general : and what 
was at firſt written profeſſionally, 
and to diſplay the moſt excellent 

matter in the neweſt manner, can- | 
not, ſurely, at any time, come 
abroad unſeaſonably, or be thought 
out of character. 

Be it, nevertheleſs, noted, that, 
in theſe ſketches, minute points, of 
doubtful and diſputed explication, 
have been avoided; it, by no means, 
being the ambition of theſe little 
volumes to interfere. with church 
controverſy. The genuine effu- 
ſions of the author's mind in the 
progreſs of peruſing the nobleſt 
com- 


INTRODUCTION. ix 
compoſition in the univerſe —in- 
dulging himſelf, now and then, in a 
moral comment upon, paſſages of 

articular beauty; or, in a tender 
illuſtration of ſome of the moſt 
ſtriking and pathetic narratives, 
are now offered to the reader; in 
the hope of recommending, and 
ſtill of more, e him the 
original. | 

Nor hath the affiſtance of for- 
mer annotators been, in any de- 
gree, ſought or ſolicited on this 
occaſion ; becauſe, having taken 
in contemplation the great volume 
of Truth, without any commentary, 
the author is willing to venture 
ſuch ſentiments as were excited, 


by an unaided ſtudy of the raf, 
lated text. 


ben n be 


_ ſelefted are,chiefly, ſuch, as 
v day regarded, by the 
more ELABORATE 1 

and 
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xX INTRO DUO TION. 
and ſuch, as, a ing inſtantly 
to the paſſions pore” ſeafibilities, 
CEN a more lively and — 
elucidation than is uſually admit- 
ted into ordinary comments. 

Upon the whole, the ſcriptures 
are, in the preſent performance, 
conſidered variouſly — as ſacred ſyſ- 
tems, and as exquiſite compoſi- 
tions —as the fabrics of faith, and 
as pieces of ſine writing; and it is 
the author's intention to extend. 
the commentary, at ſome future 
opportunity. 

In the mean time, 2 obſer- | 
vations induce any reader to look 
into the BIBLE with a more cau- 
tious, or a more favourable eye, 
than he hath hitherto done; or, if 
any elegance is here marked, 
which had before eſcaped him, the 
publication will not be ſent abroad 
in vain, and the author will be 


. leaſingly rewarded. 
r ON. 
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2 ich was without form, and void, and 
ant da r B. fr a two 


ſpirit of God moved upon the waters, Page 
E 8 e 
On of D264 155 4 
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And alt che the do” of Meth © hun- 
dred fixty and nine cars. rage 4 


re 
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One of 8 411 1 0. 
2354 P A AGE , 
„ make thee an ark of 
gopher- wood; rooms ſhalt thou make in the ark, 
„ and without, with 
Page 45 
ESSAY 


CONTENT s. 
b Y V. 


Tas Do vz. 


| PASSAGE | 
He ſent forth a dove from him, to. fee if 
waters were abated from off. of- 


the- 

ground. 
Poets tre fol nant fo th foe 0 
and the returned unto him into the 
. waters were on the face of the 
Then he put forth his hand, and took her, and 
pulled her in unto him into the ark, 
And he ſtayed yet other ſeven days, and again he 
n 
Avdithe dove came in to him in the evening, and 
lo, in her mouth was an olive-leaf pluckt off: 
ſo Noah knew that the waters were abated, 
1 days, and ſent forth 
the dove, which returned not again to him any 


more, F gd 
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Tar SEASON BG. 
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W ed SS a harveſt, 
and cold and heat, and ſummer and winter, and 
Gy Res wor e - 57 
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SUPREMACY of Man. 
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And God faid to Noah, the fear of you, and the 
„ rem. 10 ace 
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gSroar of ABRAHAM and Lor. 
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men and Lot's herdmen. page 69 
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the 

4 Ababa a, it how ls re . 

Peradventure, there be fifty righteous within the 

cityz wilt thou alſo deſtroy and not ſpare the city, 

6 | 


2 page 75 - 
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STORY of ABrRaHam and Isaac, 
P ASSAGCG K. en 
And it came to paſs after theſe things that God did 
tempt Abraham. ve” page 85 
EE RNs 188A 
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Dram} 1 of ABRAHAM. 
7 OE. 21 N 5 1 8 . 410 k. „In 2 
| Then Abraham gave * up the ghoſt, and aan A 
old age, an 614. man and * uli of years, and 


"was gathered to bis People. bdauage 97 
E 8 8 A * 1 
sronr of Jacon and Rant. 


. 
And 2 a ſeven years for Rachel, and they 

6 N Teemed unto him but's few days, for the love he 

"a Bad t her, page 103 
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ReconctLiation of 1 and Ezav. 


| r ASSAGCE 
| And Riu inn towing bln, — 
. e and. chef err. 


x 1 123 
W189 8 r Iv: 
STory of Dinan 


| AN WS 444 EEC 
| And Dinab, the daughter of Leah, which ſhe 1 
unto Jacob, 933 
land. F 239 
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„„ als”... 
And Belah died, and Jabob reigned in bis ſtead. 
abob died, and Huſham reigned in his Read, 

Ad Haſte de, e , 


e 
E 8 A Y XVI. 


STory of Jes. uy 


P A $85 4 0 25 | 
He made Joſeph a coat of many colours, | pays 259 


* 8 8 1 


DAY n of Jaco's.” e 
en ee 5 
And it e th" after theſe things, N 
2 ld thy father i fie; and he 
two ſons, Manaſſeh and 
Ephraim, 


And one told Jacob and ſaid : behold, thy ſon Jo- 
ſeph cometh to ſee thee ; and Iſrael firengthened 
nt, Jon het Page 171 


E 8. by FI, XVII. 


Guxg Fob of JoSs EYE. 
. 0.4.6. Bo 
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OOo N TENA 8. 
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hate us, and-will certain us all the evil 
n page 183 


The Binrn and Bravery of Moss. 
PASSAGE, . 
1000 houſe of Levi, and 


took to wife a daughter of Levi, 
And the wominronceived, and bare a ſon, page 191 


E 8 283 Ai S - 0.2 


T ns, M1 40 
> A504 0 . 


And Miriam the propheteſs, the x & Abba, 
took a timbrel in * hand; and all the women 


went out after her with, timbrels, and with 


And Miriam anſwered them, fing unto the Lord, 
for he hath triumphed gloriouſly : the horſe und 
his rider hath he th e page 199 
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AND THE TARA WAS WITROUT ror, any 
v01D, AND- /DARENESS WAS. UPON THE 
FACE OF THE DEEP; AND THE SPIRIT 
oF Ws MOVED UBON THE WATERS. + 


Tur ae bling c ana 

opens upon us in this paſ- 
lager It is Truth arrayed in the 
decorations of oriental poetry. 
The earth was without form: it 
Night ; matter and motion were 
in the utmoſt diſorder; no diſ- 


* 


Vol. I. 'B 1 ſtinction, 


2 Be AND Bruvrirvt 

ſtingtion, no harmony, no regula- 
rity; all thoſe materials, which 
vuere preſently commanded to com- 
þoſe an according ſyſtem, were 
void. In this verſe, as through a 
mirrour, methinks 1 ſee this now 
delightful univerſe, in a ſtate of a. 
narchy : I look, as it were, into the 
regions of the paſt, and am ſtruck 
with a view of things, before the 
beginning. How wide, how in- 
finite the confuſion! a promiſcu- 
ous miſcellany of atoms, and all 
the treaſures of a world tumbled 
together, without uſe or beauty. 
But the thick gloom obſtructs my 
ſurvey, and yet T behold, or think 
I behold, the mighty and'immor- 
nnr tal 


of Senirrunx. 2 4 
tal SPIRIT, moving upon the 
waters. The waters hear and o- 
bey; the mighty work of wonders 
is begun; let ſuch, therefore, as 
are able to feel the aweful ſcene 
exhibited in this verſe, indulge 
their admiration by reading the 
next, which diſplays at once. om- - 
nn. boy 115 


"AND TH $AID=—LET 14142 A* L76K7; 
AND Turf WAS LIGHT. 


There isno trading: this without 
a tremor of veneration: there is no 
thinking 1 upon it, without aſtoniſh-. 
ment! It is, at once, ſo amazing 
an inſtance of power and kindneſs, 
of tenderneſs and authority, that, 
JS - one 


s 
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one knows not which attribute 
moſt to reveretice. It is one of the 
in the whole Bible, 
exhibiting, at the ſame time, the 
nobleſt image, with magnifieence 
aud fimplicity: and, indeed; the 
beſt moderns have copied and 
- imitated, at whatever' diſtance, the 
graces of the ſeriptures. Thoſe 
authors relate actions which are 
to excite inſtantaneous admiration, 
by a fingle line, and very fre- 
quently by a fingle expreſſion. It 
Was not to be ſuppoſed, that the 
ſubje& before us ſhould eſcape 
poctical imitation.—Let us look 
at certain | paſſages * | ſome of 'our 


a hk Eng- 


= T 


* 


7 Y" 


1 


Engliſh þards, to ſee nich 
ſucceſs,—Mikton takes the lead: 
Let there r 
with ligmgt 2 iner L 
Etherial, firſt of Ray quinteſſence pur 
„ Go Wop: and from her na- 
l bas al ad art it 
To journey chro? the airy gloan 3 
Sphear'd in a radiant clue. 
Let us clear che road of creat, 
as we go along. Is not this, 
at beſt, beating poetieally, about 
it and about it? We canfeſs, 
We feel, "the ende, of bay cafh, 
c. bur ill focal Heh is 
a verſe of mere epithets; it delays 


* 62 42 | 
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the Stand truth, which by fuch 
protraction comes, at the end of a 


Fourth line; three lines too late. 
The mpg 12 8 is Xn no 3 


laboured, 1 
Let there be . and there wa, CY 


On the contrary, the brevity con- 
ſtitutes, here, great Part of the 


beauty; nor can even the pen of 


the author of Paradiſe Loſt, atone 


for the fault of circumlocution i in 


ſuch a criſis. The creation of the 
world depended only upon one 


word of the Deity; and Moſes | 


hath deſeribed it in a a ſentence. 
Language could not have been 
More compreſſed: meaning eodld 
9 P 3 #4 . b not 


or Schirrun x. 
tot have been more comprehenſive. 
Milton, however, hath been very 
happy and compact in another 


part of his poem: 

Confuſion heard his voice, and ulld 
uproar | 
P ͤĩ˙ W 9 


Till, at his ſecond bidding, Set fled, 
Light ſhone, and A e from diſerder | 


e ſprung. FILE Ad 
But this i is not, honener equally 
conciſe. * 2 


bene . Micha 05 eZaitd} 
They ung how God ſpoke ont the world's 
__ vaſt ball, 198 * 


From nothing, and from. wo 90 all 
forth all. 


"This is too quaint ; it Rents, like 
Bak B 4 1. a wit⸗ 
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1 


4 W091 tl " „ a kind of 2 it 4 


punning, upon all and __ 
e gas. 


*. Pope's farmous line, wt 
God faid Jet Newren be, and all was Tight, 
Is evidently borrowed from the no- 


ble paſſage under conſideration, 


but is a forced compliment carxied 


to the border of impiety 3 and, 


when compared with the original, 
ſhrinks to nothing. Whatwere the 
talents, philoſophy, or diſcoveries of 
Newton; or what his obſervations or 
experiments; what, indeed, the con- 
ſequence of the greateſt individual 
4 the actual exiſtence, oeconomy, 

Bs a af and 


Lg 


| fr Senrrrunz. ” 0 
and eftabliſhment of Ig bt, flight 

brought : inſtantaneouſly forth at 
the commanding fiat of the Om 
. e 1 ene 
gether.” 7 10 13119 le Ae 
God faid; "Tet 05 aft all was 
light. 10 


And God faid, r there be 405 1 
5 there wes light. F 


As there. is no bearing. the Sake 
fel, let us quit it. But, indeed, if 


Milton's genius could not maſter 
it, how vain to look for any 
thing equivalent in Copley or 
Pope. It is altogether inimitable, 
and incomparable, being infinite- 
ly ſublime and facred in itſelf, 
and expreſſed in words exactly 

n ſuitable. 


10 SUBLIME Au D BEAUTIFUL 
ſuitable. ' The ſentence | confiſts 
wholly of monoſyllables, and thoſe 
ſhort, ſmooth; and, as it were, in- 
ſiſting upon a rapid pronunciation. 
The 2 of the words, aſſiſt in, 
and echo to, che ö wy 
convey 
Let there be ekt . 

Can any thing flow faſter or "with 
more facility from the lip! EY 

And there was light. a 


| If the reader can manage kia arti- 
culation, the i image, the tone, and 
every thing elſe will correſpond, 
Here, again, we have freſh reaſon 
to complain of our great epic poet*, 


Milton. 1 — Pons. r 
| fince 


or Schrun z. ir 
fince the five lines he hath employ- 
ech on this ſubect contain a great 
many polyſyllables, each demand- 
ing a flow, ſluggiſh, reluctant de- 
very The ſublimeſt thought 
may be deſtroyed by uſing im- 
proper ſymbols to expreſs it : fince 
every word ſhould, according to 
a judicious critic d, reſemble the 
motion it ſignifies, a rough ſubject 
ſhould be imitated by harſh found- 
1ng words; and words of many 15. 

lables, pronounced flow, or ſmooth, | 
it N or eee is to o be ex- 

Nr Bern 
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and there was licht: the w. word 
was given, and the order obey- 
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Io return. Indiſtinguiſnable 


face of the deep previous to the 


command Let there be light — 


ed, in the ſame inſtant. But 
what were the benevolent conſe- 
guencet of this command ? Why, 


uo leſs than the creation of the 


world, and all the elegancies and | 
conveniencies belonging to it ;— 
the diviſion of ſeaſons, the eſta- 


general accomodation for the ſer- 


vice of the favourite creature l In 
he remaining verſes of this chap- | 
iter, the œconomy, wiſdom and 

Es bounty } 


1 


or Sentrrunz. 1g 
bounty of Providence ſtand diſ- 
rity and ſimplieity of ſnerod litera- 
ure. Where is the barren 
fancy that doth not kindle as it 
not the mereies which reſult-- 
ed from the orders of the original 
parent x The celeſtial ſpirit no- 
ſooner” began to move, than alb 
chings were made the day for de-- 
light, and the night for repoſe ; 
the breath of the morning became 
embalmed, and the evening breezes 
bore healthful. bleſſings upon her 
wings: the waters became obedi- 
ent to their bounds, and the 


carts filed ane * 
1 | MF 


* A power, 
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dure: animals of various na- 


tures, ſome adapted to the wood, 
and ſome to the wave ; ſome ex- 


ulting in their ſpeed, and others 


contented with their ſlowneſs; 
ſome truſting to the foot, and others 


mounting upon the wing ſported 
over creation. - Then, nor till then, 


was man, the erect, the immortal, 


ereated. The world being now 
fit for the reeeption of ſuch an in- 
habitant, he was introduced upon 


the ſcene as maſter of the mighty 
drama. In the ſimilitude of bis 


maker, with the face of a cherub, 


and the form of a god, he was 


born for dominion. Authority ſat 
on a his ot his eye denoted his 


or SCRIPTURE: i rg 
hand the ſceptre of command. 
e 
knowledged and obeyed; Then 
aroſe woman; the companion, the 
friend; the wife of his greatneſs : 
ſociety was founded upon the en- 
the lambs bleated forth their joy, 
the birds ſung amidſt the branches, 
man triumphed in his: honours, 
and the Deity ſurveyed his under- 
hes ay 1 chat ĩt was good. 


| * admirably 8 blelünge 
are vided. ma be eaſily ſeen by 7 
every one that reads the whole 
chapter firſt, and then Milton's 
para- 


76 SUBLIME” AND: BEAUTIFUL 
paraphraſe of it: for the fynplici- 
ty and unaffected dignity, which 
eharacteriſes the one, greatly ſur- 
paſſes, in general, the laborious 
pomp, and amplified: majeſty of 
the other. Let it be, at the ſame 
time, conſidered, that we are now 
comparing our immortal poet 
with the only book in phe world, 
perhaps, to which it muſt yield 
the palm: and, to do the author 
happineſſes, whether of genius or 
Kill, which, here and there, ſeem 
to improve even upon Moſes: a 
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Tor ScrrrTURE. 17 
Ep ons ROT en — 


* another 72 e ee 
There wanted yet the maſterwork, a crea 
ture, 


J · ·˙·¹· 3 5 05 4 PS 

His ſtature, and, upright, with front ſerene, = 

Govern the reſt, ſelf-knowing, and from 
thence, 


Magnanimous to  correfpond with heaven, 
After all, 1 may, poſſibly, be cen- 
ſured by ſome, for confidering the 
ſacred writings, in any degree, as 
compofitions; fince, it is evident, 
that the chief end of theſe venerable 
volume is, as Mr. Rollin obſerves, 
rather to purify the heart, than 
Vor. 455 4 1 ; cap- 
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_ captivate the imagination, or gra- 


tify lettered curioſity :” yet the God 
who created human nature, knew, 
intimately, the method by which 
that nature was moſt forcibly at- 
tracted; he knew, conſequently, 


what mode of addreſs was beſt a- 
dapted, and would moſt readily 


be admitted into the boſom, and 


work its way into the foul. For 


this very reaſon, it is obvious, he 
directed a language likely to an. 
ſwer ſuch ends; and this accounts 
for the remarkable majeſty, ſim- 
plicity, pathos, and energy, and 
indeed, all thoſe ſtrokes of elo- 
quence which diſtinguiſh the Bi- 


ble whence, every vice may 
I de 


be. reſtrained, every error correct- 

ed, and every virtue encquraged. - 
Religious eloquence, and the rhetoric 
of the ſcriptures, are, in the higheſt 
degree, favourable to the cauſe of 


truth. N or can they, ſurely, ever 


ſuffer, by any critical obſervations 
on the ſplendour, correctneſs, or 
purity of the diction. Fully per- 
ſuaded of this, I proceed with my 
ſketches. 


Ih cannot, however, paſs by this 


part of ſcripture, without noticing 


its unornamented fimplicity and 
importance. The firſt chapter of 


Geneſis may be conſidered as the 
exordium of the Bible. The ſa- 


C2 g cred 


or SCRIPTURE... 19 


5 


2d SvupLtMg Aub BrxAUrrrur 
hath related a variety of events, 
tircumſtanees, and actions, which 
demand the moſt conſummate at- 
tention. To one ſranty chapter 
is confined the work of the cre- 
ation. Curiofity is captivated, and 
the ſoul imprefiedby every ſentence. 

In the beginning God created the hea- 
ven and the earth. - 


Here is the firſt aweful and ad- 
mirable tranſaction, and yet com- 
preſſed within the limits of ten 
words. The ſecond verſe men- 
tions the chaotio ſtate of things, 
of themſelves, incongruous and in- 
competent, prior to the creation. 

2 oa | | The 


The third yerſe, fills the human 
foul with as magnificent an image 
as it is capable of entertaining; 
and recites, indeed, ſo bright a 
bleſſing, that we muſt ſeek relief 
from its effulgence in the feebley 
neſs of mortal underſtanding, that 
cannot bear the fuller diſplays of 
celeſtial es 


The Shark e nen the 
Omnipotent's approbation at the 
ſuryey of his own performance: 
and another bleſſing, of equal mag- 
nitude—the . of . * 
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The fixth, gives name to theſe, 
| and cloſes the benevolent en 
of che firſt . 
1 take it for granted, every man 
hath both an ear, and a foul for 
5 ſuch paſſages, | 


Modern writers, able the 
beauty of this admirable opening 
of the ſaered books, have viewed 
it as worthy their imitation, and, 
without any ſcruple, adopted it as 
a pattern: and yet, neither mo- 
derns, or ancients have equalled 
the brevity, the ſimplieity, or the 
perſpicuity of Moſes. It is need- 
Jeſs to run into >the catalogue of in- 

ſtances ; 


or Sen ru nr. 2 
ſtances: the general defect is ſuf- 

ficiently obvious. The greateſt: 
epic poets amongſt the ancients, 


Homer and Virgil „ have been 


complimented on the conciſeneſs 
of their exordiums; but, neither 
the Iliad, or the Eneid, reach 
he. various excellencies which are 
compreſſed without being crouded, 


in the firſt chapter of Geneſis, 1 


ſubmit the compariſon to the cri- 
tics, with all poſſible confidence of 
ſuperiority on the fide of ſcripture. 
The paſſages, however, are too 
well remembered to make a tran- 
ſeript neceſſary. 
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AND "THEY | WERE BOTH NAKED, THE 
MAN AND HIS WIFE, AND WERE Nor 
ASHAMED, | 


THE purity of Paradiſe is no 

where more ſweetly diſplayed 
than in this verſe : for unconſci- 
ous of guilty deſires, they were un- 
conſcious of ſhame. F 


*”. 
= 


They were both naked, the man and his 


There is a- modeſty in the very 
found of the words; even though 


they 
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they exhibit a nudity... 7. bey were 
not aſhamed, Luſt and Sin, the 
parents of diſguiſe, were not yet 
born: a ſtate of nature was then 
the ſtate of God. 
Man walk'd with God, joint tenant of the 
How barren are the viſionary 
ſcenes of Arcadia, compared to 
that period! Whatever, indeed, 
bas been conceived, or expreſſed 
in poetry, comes extremely ſhort 
of many paſſages and parts of the 
ſacred writings, merely conſider- 
ing them as literary compoſitions: 
but when we add to their excel- 
lencies as pieces of writing, the 
reflection of their being the ſacred 
ae CIC» 


or Sextvoonn, 2 


credentials of religion, and the 
immortal volumes of ſalvation, 


how is our zeal and our admi- 


ation ' heightened ! The ſentence | 


before us, brings to view the 
lovely times of undebauched 
idea, when error and affectation 


had no dominion, and when the 
fantaſtic paſſion for external finery 


had no ſway, even in the Way of 
woman. PR | 


| The ca 3 charafter of 
Eve, juſt at this criſis of facred 
Wipe, as, 


— On has came 9 
Led by by: © KF Maker, and adorn'd 


With all that earth, or Wen could beſtow 


- is. 


To make her amiable 


iin the ageription of her perſon, 


elegant innocency of Eve; 


— 
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ſurpaſſes any delineation: of fe- 

male grace and attraction, which 
the truth, our beautiful, parent 
might well inſpire the genius of 
poetry, and ſhe might very pro- 
perly be called the mother of the 
muſes ; for the incomparable fim- 
plicity which embelliſhes her, eyen 


hath been copied by a thouſand 
bards. Shakeſpeare ſeems to have 
glanced towards her in his Miran- 
da, who reflects the _ 1 


yet, when Eve viewed ee 0701 
figure in the lake, ſhe beheld a 
more delicate reſemblance of her- 


ſelf 


8 "y 
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Miranda. Milton bath here caught 
the hint, and touched it exquiſitely: 
Two of far nobler ſhapes, ere& and tall, 


God-like ere! with native honour clad, 


And naked majeſty, erm d lord of all, 
And worthy ſeem' d, 
He for God only ; ſhe, for his; aud hint. 


She, as wvell, down to her lender waiſt | 


Her unadorn' d, golden treſſes wore - 


Diſhevel'd, but in wanton ringlets ——4 | 


So paſs d they naked on, nor bur'd the fight 
Of God, or angel, for they thought nv ill x 
$0, band In hand you rs the * 


pair 
r 


Beyond diſpute, the above verſes 
find their original in the ſentiment 


of Moſes . The firſt interview of 
* And they were hath. nckod, the man ant ie: 
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Miranda. with the firſt man ſhe 


ever ſaw,” reaches, not by any 
means, Eve's firſt introduction 
to Adam. We now confider 
Mics as a poetical commentator 
on the text of ſcripture : the beau- 
ty and ſublimity of that, greatly 
aſſiſting the ſublimity and beauty 
of his own native genius. Let us 
then run the parallel of Miranda 
and Eve, ſomewhat critically to- 
gether. There is fine fancy in the 
firſt, but the exquiſitely-painted 


portrait of truth marks the laſt cha- 


racter. Upon viewing Ferdinand, 


for the firſt time, Miranda thus ex- 
preſſes the emotions of her ſur- 
var ah 8 1 

1 might 


1 1 * 2 MES 5 * W wp by 6 
or dektrrunk. a 


1 might call bim LA” 
A thing divine ; for Pet natural 
Lexer law fo noble. by 


This. is, undoubtedly, ſweet and 
fimple, but much inferior to the 
ſenſation and ſentiment of, 


T he faireſt of her daughters, of 


when ſhe firſt beheld her lover and | 
her lord in 2 ſtate of i innocence. 


| Thu de ef remember, when from geep 
I firſt awak' d, and found myſelf repos d 
D a ſhade, on flowers, mne wender- 
dering where 
And what I was, wann brought, 5 
and how. 5 
Not diſtant far from thence a a murmuring 
ſound ON 
Of waters ifſu'd from a cave, and ſpread 
Imo 8 liquid plain, then ſtood unmow d 
1 ä Pure 


2 SvaLIME. au BravTIror 
ee e eee 


went 
With anexperienc' coupe, 4 100 me 
= down 


on as bak ib 
Smooth lake, that to me n er 
2 [ 
8 „ 
A ſhape within the watry gleam appear d 
Bending to look on me; I ſtarted back, 
It ſtarted back, but pleas'd I ſoon return'd, 
Please d! it return d as _ with — 
looks | 
. dene had ld 
Mine eyes till aow, and Ow 1 cham 
defire, 
Had or a voice thus vam me. Wust 
wn thr ton cn dr c u 
ſelf, 
With thee” it came W dur. follow | 


7% 
12 
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ca bring thee. where io. ſhadow - 
nix {fav Dis 590) 225) 1 yo) m 10! 11 1 
Thy coming, and thy ſoft embraces, he 
Inſeparably thine, to him ſhalt bear 
n te: thyſelf, and thence bo 
eall'd sole Haide md i aa 
Mother of Human Race: What could 1 do, 
But follow ſtraight, inviſibly thus led? 
Till Teſpy'd thee, fair indeed, and tall, 
Under a plantain, ann 
Leſs winning ſoſt, leſs amiably mild., 
Than that ſmooth watry image j back Þ 
/ return! oft 2d ba cid. zn bart 
Than folloning edi loud, Aena fur 
uy Eve,, ULAR i as Wat 7 44-10; dap. - 


"Whom. fly'ſt chont-whow-ghow: bye. o 


203. him, thou At cody. aha gut a0 
His fleſh, $i hone 5 to.gire des belag! 
3 1 5 "OR * e T N 
Our of my ſide en neareſt my heart 
800 tial life, to have thee by my ſide 


oL, I. D : e 


* 


attend 7 — — 
i * 


Part of my ſoul L ſeek he” and thestlaim 
My other half: with chat thy gentle hand 
e- e r ph ded, and from that time 

ſee * ain FOOTY Woch 1 wire}, 


ebe ee by manly grace 


And wiſdom, which alone is truly fair. 


WON bigns Af; 288 eu eee 
Ve packe our general-mother, and with 
eee oe, 48: v1 bogs t Fit 

Ofcoajugal.arciaRtion unreprovdp ß 

And meek ſurrender; halfembracinglean'd 

On out firſt facher, half her ſwelling brealt 

Naked met his under the flowing gold 


Of her looſe treſſes hid: he, in delight 


Both of her beauty and ſubmiſſive charms, 
Smil'd wich ſuperior love, as Jupiter 


On: Juno ſmiles, when he impregns the 


ie dh oc i et eit! 


That ſhed May flow'rs 3 — . 
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of Soxrprone, E 
The gallantries of Miranda 
and Ferdinand, however beauti- 
ful, come not up to che courtſhip 
of our firſt parents in Paradiſe. 
For, in the ſubſequent paſſages, 
Ferdinand is too quaint, and Mi- 
randa, for ſo ſequeſtered a Charac- 
ter, ſamewhat too forward: 


Pa. I am, 1 951 
A prince, Miranda; I do think, . ; 
(1 would, not ſo N un would'ne * 
r nl ä 
This wooden flavery, ds 
The fleſh:fly blow my mouth. "Hor my 
rey nn 
The very inſtant that I ſaw W 
My heart fly to your ſervice, e e 
To make my ſlave to it, and for WT 
Am I this patient log-man 
Mia. Do you love . (a 
D2 | | 5b 
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FER. O heav'n, O earth, — 
3s to this ſound, | & 

| And crown what! profeſs wich 1. event, 
HI ſpeak true; if hollowly, invert” © | 
What beſt is boded me, to miſchief! I, 
Beyond all limit of what elſe i thꝰ world, 
Do love, prize, honour you: · 
Miss. 1 am a fool, . 
To weep at what I'm glad of. 
Fen.” e pO 90 
Mia A. At mine ee, that 

—_— | dare not offer, itt 
Y . eee 
= What I ſhall die to want: but this istrifling; 
=. And all the more it ſeeks to hide itſelf, 
h " The bigger bulk it ſhews. 8 


9 


ö 5 ful cunning ! 

| And prompt me, plain and holy ence: 
1 Lam your wife, if you will marry me: 
1 5 „ eee e 
1 | low, ® Harrer 3 « 
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Fes, My Ries, een. 1 
And I thus humble ever. j a 2 
Mis A. My huſband, N PO 
"Fer. Ay, with a Ne tg, 
As Ne t en, heres oy | 9 
. "ad wine, with kay beat n; 175 5 
"and now, farewel, 7 11 0 1 0 
Till half an hour hence. 
Fe A thouſand, chouſand. paar 
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1 they were both ee ha ou. 
and his wiſe, and were not afbemee, 
Imply more, and bring « 
meaning nearer to the heart. 4 
The bluſh of ſhame was not in- 
deed, yet known; and the only' © ü 
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w the roſes of health and beau- 
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haps, it is for the beſt it ſhould be 
ſd. II feat poſtkrity i mere im 


r 
9 7 


debted to our pride than any better 


eee, ve build Goon lay 


.coſtly and laborious proj jects very 
frequently, when we have mea- 


| ſured three fourths of our time, 


while the foot totters, and the hand 
makes. © Yet, let us tnak Af Ro- 


neſt, and candid confeſſion. Is 


all: this toikł and expence do a 
— contets inherit e! 


ful to our: Heirs; or; is it tb gritiſy) 
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4 SCRIPTURE 10772 43 5 
ſhew the world how unwilling we 
ard leave it, by making; proper 

rationd1-0::6nJby :- WH IV hatever | 
be the motive, the end is well an- 
ſwered. Whatever the impetus 
which prompts to magnificence, 
and -convenience z which bids us 
delight in extenſive improvements; 

Whether it ſprings from our pride, 
or our pleaſure, it is juſt the ſame ;- 
- poſterity is ultimately the better 

for it. Thus, life hath pleaſing 


* 


attentions and amuſements to the * 
laſt; the old are buſied in de- 
|, figns, which the young ſhal!l 
enjoy: the father ſows, the ſon 
 reapss 2nd a general and health- 
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a4 On. $AID, unrg, Nea, MAKE TREE 
"AN ARK of GoPpHER- - wood; ROOMS 
- SHALT/ THOU MAKE IN THE ARE; 49 
-SHALT PITCH ir WITHIN, AND ht 

2 our, wir ire. 
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gin; and from, this chapter, it is 1 
evident, chat the firſt ſhip which | 
ever floated on the. 2 
ders, was built 
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46 SUBLIME AND. BEAUTIFUL 
plan, and under the 9 eye, 
of a divine  artificer. © With what 


amazing contrivance and .cecono- 
my were the directions given by 


the Deiry fo Noah! Hb xd the 
architecture, and what judicious 
hints were hence furniſhed to hu- 
man creatures in regard to mari- 
fithe affairs! "Mah has always been 
characteriſed by his Powers of ĩmi- 
tation. From this very atk aroſe 
the firſt ideas of a poſſibility Fra 
beyond tlie Himits of 0 
ſcheme once projected, and the > 
eret of its construction vibe ih- 
5 Patted, it was 1 not likely to be for- | 
- Stet; 10 für otherwiſe, chat we 
and indebted to it, for many val 
_— > _*  huable 


or Scnr uus. 3 

Tuable bleſfings—for the advan -. 
tages of commerce, the pleaſure of © 
travel, and the glory of victory. 
The merchant and the failor owe 

to this undertaking all their bene 
fits; and whatever defirable cir-- 
cumſtances-ariſe from connections 
with remote climates, certainly ori- 
ginate from an imitation of that 
facred repoſitory, which preſerved 
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HE SENT FORTH A.DOVE PROM HIM, 70 
"SEE IF THE WATERS ' WERE ABATED 
« FROM OFF THE FACE OF THE @ROUNDs 


"xD UNTO HIM INTO THE 
"TMK WATERS. WERE. on. TRR FACE OF 
THEN HE PUT 


"- THE WHOLE EARTH, 
"FORTH HIS HAND, AND Took HER; AND ' 


"BUT THE DOVE FOUND NO REST FOR THE 
$0LE OF.HER FOOT, AND. SHE RETURN=-. 


ARK; "FOR 


PULLED HER IN Foro ng 9 8 THE 
oa) 12 


ARK. 


AND HE STAYED n SEVEN DAYS; 
AND AGAIN HE SENT. FORTH THE DOVE 
our OF THE ARE, $4 


* THE boy CAME © 


* 


* 


* d *. % 


IN 10 HIM 1 


THE EVENING, AND LO, 1N HER MOUTH 
"WAS AN OLIVE LEAP PLUCKT ori $0 
Vor. I. 


No An 
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"x KNEW THAT THE WATERS: 1 
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455 HE STAYED YET OTHER- SEVEN, DAYS, 
AND . SENT. FORTH" THE DOVE, WHICH 


| RETURNED ha tg x vx ms” os - HIM ANY. 
: e 5 | 


* ERE is a peculiar beauty, 
not only in the ſentiment and 
language of theſe” CIO bur in 
ONS + 


, 


— and friendly in- 
eren of Noah and his dove: 
have a tenderneſs. and ceremony 
<in them, truly delightful. The- 
eye melts at the ſimplicity, and 
- the heart warms at the ſentiment. 
ke. in . ene Want, 


gentleſt of birds! Hail, 
meſſenger. of ſecurity! Through 
thy means was the dry ground dif- 
covered, and the gratitude of man 
ſhall not _ en fidelity 
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le ſent forth the dove to ſee if 
important errand, for ſo ſmall an 
expreſs | Vet the induſtrious little 
". How offed i the involee ng 7 


ty; wersbek or 3 25 3 | 

For it ever attendeth the bold, CE ES 

Hal. A they call it the , of .. , 
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52 Suu A BEAUTIFUL 
and employed every feather in the 
ſervice of man : after a vain ex- 
curſion ſhe returned; for the wa- 
ters wete ſtill without à (hore; 
upon the deck, to wait the return 
of his meſſenger, and as ſoon 28 
ſhe reſts her fatigued foot upon the 
ark, he tenderly puts forth his 
hand and pulls her to him thus 
rew 80 ert her Wage after | 
3: vid gi Poa „ ſhe'truſts 
to her pinion ; and lo, in the even- 
ing, ſhe came. By mention of 
the evening, it ſhould appear, that 
ſhe was . in the morning, 


: "Bec K | Or, 


Wn or SexrpTURE;! gu? 3 


ar at leaſt, very early in the day. 
What a taſk! of toil muſt it then 
have been! how many billowy 
leagues muſt: ſbe bave travelled, | 
ere ſhe found that, of Which ſhe 

- was in ſeareh! Linger upon the 
land can never believe ſhe did, 

however the verdure and vegetable 
novelty might charm her. Nos! 
it was not until the evening ſhe 
fuaceeded in her endeavours, and 
then, upon the wings of kindneſs, 
ſhe/hafted to ſatisfy the impatience 
return, behold, a leaf was in her 
mouth! Wbat a ſweet way is here 
of communicating the happy tid- 


_— But, indeed, every [yllable 5 
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leaf which ſhe bore, the leaf 


And after ſeven. Penn 


er her -forh again, and the fe. 


turned no more. One 4s. 2 
here betwixt ſmiles. and. tears: 
is an exquiſite The lang 


and, carth bad, by this time, fg. 


ſumed their accuſtomed, beauties ; 
the trees diſplayed a greener glory, 
the flowers ſprung brighter from 


'the wave, and the doye hayigg 


performed her duty, enjoyed, as 


nature directed, che beauties of 


ee. Yet. the re- 


a knew the _— — her "ny, 


Had loſt his favourite bird. Alas! 


5 it was a draw-back upon the feli- 


* of the e g world. 
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Fie upon the heart that has not a 
- Feeling upon ſuch occafions.”” The 
ſoftneſs of the dove, however, is ſtill. 
| had among the children of men, in 
_ /prateful! remembrance. ' '*$he' is 

equally celebrated in prophane 
and facred hiftory, and every epi- 
het of endearment is allotted to 


ber. She is confidered'as favour: 


able to love, and propitious to 
every tender undertaking ; nor can 
we, at auy time, expreſs a cburte- 


ous character without giving to it, 


among other qualities, the gentle- 
neſs and truth of TRE pov.” "IP 
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after the flood, the ſacred promiſe 
was made to man, that ſeed- time 
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nner and winter, day and night 
mauld continue to the veryitnd of 


all things: accordingly, in obedi- _ 


_ -enceto that promiſe, the rotation 


is conſtantly preſenting us with 


ſome uſeful and agreeable altera- 
= and all the pleaſing novelty 


of life ariſes from theſe natural 
."<hanges; nor are we leſs indebted 


em for all its ſolid Oomforts. 


It has been frequently the taſk of 


pPoliſhed periods, the» particular 
charms and conveniencies of every 


| minate obſervation. upon natural 
variety cannot be. undelightful.; 
"08 the bleſſings) which every 


month 


| 
7 


Io or gt Rrru ss. 59 
month brings along with it, is 2 
freſh inſtance of the wiſdom. and 
bounty of that Providence which 


time of ſeed - ſowing, it is the 
ſeaſon of conſidence; the . 
which the huſbandman truſts 


yield its ſeven- fold rewards: ſpring 
preſents us with a ſcene of | lively |, 


of ſucceſsful vegetation: the la; 


bourer obſerves the change, and 
anticipates the harveſt: he watches 
e progreſs of nature, and ſmiles 
„ e 
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500 Suti Aub Braorirvr | 
at her inſtuence; while the man ß 
contemplation walks forth with the 
flowers, and promiſes of plenty, 
nor returns to his cottage till dark · 
neſs, cloſes the ſcene upon his eye. 
Phen comech the harveſt, when 
te large wiſli is ſatisfied, and the 
Franaries of nature are loaded with 
uſitce means of life, even to a lu —- 
ry of abundance: The powers of 
 _ language are unequal to the de- 
_ feriptior of this joyous ſeaſon: it 
dis the carnival of nature: ſun and 
| ſhade, coolneſs and quietude, mirth 
and muſic; love and labour, unite 
to render every ſcene offuminer, 
. . the divitzon- of 
„ e * 


} 
' 


or gentrronz. 632 


kindeſt efforts of omnipotent ſaga - 
city. Day and night yield us con- 


trary bleſſings, and, at the ſame 


time, aſſiſt each other, by giving 


freſh luſtre to the delights of both. 


Amidſt the glare of day and buſtle 


of life, how - ſhall we ſleep? 


amidſt the gloom of darkneſs, how 
* we er! * 


How TY 33 3 how 


: like a Deity then, is the proper di- 


wifion! The hours of light are 


adapted to activity, and thoſe of 


darkneſs to reſt, Ere the day is 


paſſed, exerciſe and nature prepare 


us for the pillow ; 


and by the time 
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Wa AT a privilegetiath man!: 
What ſuperiority what do- 
minion! Vet he who thought pto· 

per to deliver all the creatures, 

. * or n which. 5 


dcCWreep beneath the grafs, or ſoar 
into che air. into the hand of man, 
aaſuredly deſigned to ſecure to 
5 them, a friend, in the maſter, and 
a protector, in the ſovereign. 1 
I give them all to thy care, ſays 
the Deity z they are thine, for 
_ Pleaſure and for food; but create 
not, I conjure thee, create not, un- 
neceſſary , miſery : from the un- 
weildly elephanteven to the emmet, | 
haſt thou authority ; yet, uſe it like 
a man. To every atom is allowed a 
certain portion of ſenſation, and 
every atom is born to a certain de- 
gree of enjoyment: deprive it not 
of this, but rather courteouſly pro- 
mate the gratification, than prevent 
iq + N I. 
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EE Sis dae Parent, have 


beſtowed the inferior creatures up- . 


on thee, my favourite work: for 
what regſons thou art thus dif- 


tinguüſhed in the ſcale, is a ſecret 


not to be examined: flattering 
enough it is, that thou art diſtin- 
guiſhed. But though all things 
are in ſubjection, nothing was born 
t0 ſlavery, Scorn to be the ty- 
rant, and the very fowls of the air 


mall peck from thy hand :*only 
deſerve thy eminence, and enjoy it. 


Such, doubtleſs, is the meaning 
of this verſe; but the general prac- 
_ iſe ſeems as if it were underſtood 
literally : for the fear and dread of 


the animal world is now, indeed, 
. . | F upon : | 
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upon every beaſt of the earth; and 
the tyranny of man is too frequent- 
ly exerted upon all that moveth. 
The fear and dread, here ſpoken 
pt, is rather the reverence and obe- 
dience which the beſtial ſhall pay 
to the human nature, than that 
terrifying ſenſation which ſhall 
drive the brute from the preſence 
of man. There is ſomething: in- 
hoſpitable in thus exerting an un · 
due ſeverity over the creatures of 
our convenience: they are fatted, 
indeed, to fall for our ſubſiſtance: 
they toil, refreſh themſelves a 
While, and toil again; or elſe they 
ſlumber and feed beneath our eye, 
a as it we de, plead eloquently, 
0 4 4 1 


>. 
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each in his own language, for our 


guardianſhip.” When we lead them 
to the laſt agony, ahl let it not be 


in triumph; nor, as one life is ſa- 


crificed for another, as the blood of 
the animal is ſhed for the ſupport 


of the man, let us not, in the mean 


time, render the little allotment of 
their exiſtence more painful, by 
withholding from them that ſym - 
pathy, to which whatever is deli- 
vered to our hands, has a ue to 


claim from our hearts. 
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4ore the affinity became known. 
But with how much tenderneſs 
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but too commonly the caſe, from 
the quarrel of two ſervants. The 
heart is eaſily affected by circum- 
ſtances in private life, and the con- 
duct of Abraham is, in many 
points, ſo admirable, that the 
tranſactions of this fingle patriarch 
are of ſufficient conſequence tofur- 
*niſh a very voluminous, as well 
2 very captivating commentary. 
He ſaid unto Lot, I pray thee 
let there be no ſtrife betwixt me 
and thee, nor between my herdmen 
and thine. Why? For the ten- 
dereſt reaſon in the world: be- 
cCauſe, we are brethren. The very 
image of the patriarch in the atti- 
tude of entreaty, the fraternal tear 


— 
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men have diſagreed, fince that 


or SoxreTURE. -' ” 7 


quſt ſtarting from his eye, is this 


moment before me: and thus, 
methinks, I catch inſtruction (as 


he addreſſes Lot) from the lip of 


the venerable man. Away, my dear 
brother, away with ſtrife ; we were 


born to be the ſervants of God, 


and the companions of each other: 
the twin breaſts of our mother are 


not ſo cloſely united as thou ànd I: 


as we ſprang from the ſame parent, 
ſo we naturally partake the ſame 


affections. We are brethren, ſons 


of the ſame father: we are friends, 


for ſurely kindredſhip ſhould be the 
moſt exalted friendſhip : let not us | 


then diſagree, becauſe our herd. _ 
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Great, indeed, hath been our ſuc- 
_ ceſs fince our migration into this 
flair country: we have much ſub- 
ſtance, and much cattle. But what 
of that? Shall brothers quarrel, be- 
cauſe it has pleaſed Heaven to proſ- 
per them Oh ingrateful Oh im- 
pious - But if, notwithſtanding 
theſe perſuaſives, thy ſpirit ĩs till 
troubled, let us ſeparate + rather 
than contend with a brother 
bard as it is, I could even part 
with him for a time - haply, the 
occaſion of diſpute (which I have 
a lxeady forgotten) ſhall ſoon be 
no more remembered by thee. Is 
Yu TL Ni 
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not the whole land before thee F 
Take then my bleſſing and my 
embrace, and ſeparute thyſelf from 

me: To thee is ſubmitted the ad- 
vantages of choice: if thou wilt 
take the left hand, then, that 1 
may not appear to thwart thee un- 
brotherly, I will take the right: 
or if thou art more inelined tothe 
country which lieth upon the right, 
then will J go to the left. Be it 
as thou wilt, and bit ber ſoever 
chou goeſt, dan W 3 1 


1 liſtened- to his ate an 
departed.. Hie caſt his eyes on the 
well-watered plains _ of Jordan. 
There ſeems a degree of avarici- 
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ous inſenſibility in his character; 
and when he ſeparated, it appears 
to have been with the hope of in- 
creaſing his wealth; while Abra - 
ham, no doubt, often preſſed his 
brother's hand, and often bade 
him adieu, and even follotved him 
to repeat the farewell wiſhes, ere 
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AND; ABRAHAM: SALD, WILT THOU, ALSO : 
© DESTROY THE KIONTEOUS WITH THE 
Wien, O Loxv? FERRY TYLER f 
\PE&RADVENTURE, THERE BE FIFTY A100 „ oF: 
TEOUS WITHIN THE CITY; WILT THOU | 
410 DESTROY - AND NOT SPARE THE 
CITY, FOR THE FIFTY RIGHTEOUS THAT | X 
X ARE THEREIN? ters ON log | Dy 
Tuner. ma the following ; 
verſes, in a; very remarkable 
net demonſtrate, on the one | 


hand, — no 5, 2 ay 
and the» benevolent diſpoſition -of 
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chis amiable patriarch, on the other. 
We are firſt ſtruck with tlie tender 
arguments of Abraham, and then 
With the yielding — of the 
| © thow not ſpare the Place, 0 Fa- 
ther, ſays the petitioner, for the 
lake of fifty uptight ehatacters? Far 
be it from charity and from bene- 
volence, ke thine, to do after this 
unequal manner; far be it. from 
hee to blend the fates of the vir- 
tuous with thoſe of the wicked: far 
be it from the univeſal judge, wo 
weigheth all chings in the even ba- 
lance; to do amiſs, or to deal un- 
2 1 ; 


con- 
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.Godhead; If I find (ſaid he) fifty 
righteous within the city, then 1 
knew the wiekedneſs of Sodom, as 
well as the merey of the power 
whom he addreſſed, was ohliged 
to go farther. Behold, now, I bave 
taken upon me, poor impetſect 
creature as I am, a compound of 
duſt and aſhes, to ſpeak: before the 
Lord of nature; I-tremble in thy 
preſence, and yet I approach thee. 
 Pexadventure there ſhall lack five; 

f the fifty righteous: thou wilt 
not be extremely minute to mark 
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thy benignant nature to deſtroy all 
rt 1 20 mn; ve! 


| det 9 8. TS N 8 
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| ad - withes of | the patriarch; 
for the Deity declared he would 


ſpare the city for the ſake of forty 
and five. And thus the matt x | 
hand, and granting on the other, 
till the Lord of forgiveneſs pro- 
miſed to ſuſpend the ſtroke of de- 


ſtruction for the ſake of ten. Per- 


haps the forbearance of Heaven to 


more finely illuſtrated than in this 
inſtance: and when we conſider it, 
06 Wall the leſs wonder at the lit- 


3 


or er ide "99. 


ii Ae ple and ae that are 
put to the general impiety of che 


times. It is the grand complaint Ne. 


of moraliſts, that we live in an age 
far exceeding every other in point 
of degeneracy; that the world is 
much warſe than it was in the days 
of old; and that, conſequently; 
it is matter of aſtoniſhment the 
Creator doth not, for theſe reaf6ns, 
deſtroy what he hath made, and 
hurry on in wrath, the diſſolution 
of all things. But the hiſtory of 
mankind evinces, that in the 
earheſt periods, the vices and 
paſſions as generally prevailed as 
at preſent; that murder, envy, 
. and every other er» - 
_ ' 


— rs gn 


* 


% 


* at this very 


hour: though, perhaps, the mo- 
may have made ſome innova- 
tions in iniquity, it is but doing 
ſame bad things with more 


t 


kindneſs of the Deity! What, 


For inſtance, muſt be the ſenſations 
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. 1 | 
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all that variety of crime perpetrated * 
in a ſingle day, within the pre- 
eincts of every large city ? Wbat 
muſt he, who comprehends : at one 


view all the tranſactions of the 


world, feel, as he. ſurveys that aſto- 


niſhing maſs of miſchief, fraud, 


e, e and mean 
dis penetrating eye? Mercy, I 
certainly his diſtinguiſhed attri- 
bute. Amongſt men, we call hin 


a forgiving character, who paſſes Wes 
over, with im punity, ſome. petty 


affront, or injury, in ſocial life: 
the parent is eſteemed amiable, 
who pardons. an offending child; 
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__ mawilling to ſee what his juſtice 
muſt have puniſhed. Amidſt his 
greatneſs, he fits enſhrined, con- 


rinuing to diſpenſe a bleſſing where 


a curſe is frequently deſerved; and 
in the very moment that man is 


murmuring at his regulations, with 

how much kindneſs does he per- 
fiſt in beſtowing his bounty, till 
even the complainer is filenced and 


aſhamed. Well then, indeed, may 
we exclaim with a univerſal voice 
of ſincerity, Bleſſed be the name 
of the Lord, for his MgRCY “ 
86 endureth for ever.” K 


In treating of the gather of may; and the: 
ſublime and beautiful of ſentiment, it were a kind 


of literary hereſy to omit two moſt eloquent and. 


r pangee, the one from the twenty-third 


SE}. chapter 


23 


} 


When mercy ſeaſons juſtice, 
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; chapter of St. Matthew, and the other as 


ſpear's Merchant of Venice. They are both, be- | 
yond ' meaſure, pathetic; and, indeed, one is di- 


vided whether moſt to admire the tenderneſs of our 


Saviour, or the argument of Portia, The paſſions 
are, either way, ſtrongly affected, and as the pa- 
thetic is, indiſputably, a gentle ſtream flowing from 
a ſublime ſource, we may certainly rank what fol- 
| Jows amongſt the On OE MR nr 
and beautiful, | 


2 0 Jeruſalem ! Jeruſalem thou that killef | 
« the prophets, and ſtoneſt them which are ſent 
cc unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy 


_ * children together, even as a hen gathereth her 
t chickens under her wings, e N 


The quality of mercy is not ftrain'd ; ' 

It droppeth as the gentle rain from Heav'n | 
Upon the place beneath. It is twice bleſſed ; 
It bleſſeth him that gives, and bim that takes. | 
Tis mightieſt in the mightieſt ; it becomes 
The throned monarch better than his crown: 


For mercy is above all ſcepter'd ſway 3 
It is enthron'd in the heart of kings; 


It is an attribute to God himſelf ; | 
And earthly power doth then ſhew likeft heay'n's 
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Ab ir eur ro Patt A1 urs 
runs THAT Gop.1 D3D, TEMPT ABR. 


HIS. auy of Abraham and | 

his ſon Iſaac, is one of the a 
many narratives in ſacred writ, 
which has employed the pens ß 
our ableſt divines, being univer- 
fally allowed, one of the maſter 75 
ſtrokes of the Bible, The com- 
mentators have alſo been remark- * 
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ably diffuſe upon it; and yet it 
- ſtill remains an inexhauſted fub- 


ject. Indeed, there is not a ſen- 
tence in the whole chapter without 
its peculiar beauty; and, I am 

tempted to treſpaſs ſomewhat upon 
the limits I have allowed myſelf 
in theſe. remarks, to enter into 


its Various ns clegancies, —_— 


And it came to pills that 
WE « God did tempt Abraham, and 
_< faid unto him, Abraham! take 
| © now thy ſon, thine on fon, 
_ ® whom thou love, and ger thee 
= into the land of Moria; and 
offer him there for a burnt of- 

" 5a „ the moun- 
GOD > "- 53 ' tains 


= tains which I will all tht c 
 Whoeverenatnines this commund, 


_ efitically, will and it conſiſt ef 


every thing terrible to the heart of 
a parent; and that, to obey it, re- 


quired the utmoſt fortitude of obe- 
man is directed 


dience. The good 
td take his child and murder him 
for ſacrificez but it was to teceive 
every poſſible aggravation : he 


_  rindom offspring of his handtmaid, 
the dear child who came, after the 
years of expectation; the infant of 
agen n oy _ 


e Sent. UF 


was not the father of many chi- 
dren : he was not to ſacrifice the 
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heart. Sarah, no doubt, alſo 


doated with much fondneſs, upon 


the lad: ſhe could not but be 
proud of this treaſure of her age; 
and, indeed, we find her in the 


preceding chapter, indulging her 


maternal tranſport, and thus, in the 


warmeſt language of ſelf. colgra- 
tulation, confeſſing at the ſame 


Who would have ſaid unto Abra- 


ham that Sarah ſhould have given 
ſuch to children? Who could have 


thought ſhe would have preſented 


him with a ſon in his old age 3 


Let this child, this very ſon, was 


now marked out by Heaven as a 
e and ** Kaner was pri- 


ä 5 vately, 


* Sci r una. 1. * 80 


Wt Sky the ſame celefiigl ap- 
pointment, to be his executioner: 
Maud aal: e on: Mark.” 


4- off 


18 And 8 mi up ples ul 
« in the morning and ſaddled his 
« aſs, and took two of his young 
60 men with him, and Iſaac his 
6 ſon; and clave the wood. for 
«+. the burnt-offering, and roſe. up, 
725 and went unto the place of 
ich God had told him. | 


15 « And he took "the 5 
wel and laid it upon Iſaac bis ſon, 
e and he took the fire in his 
. hand, and a knife, and they 
* went both of then. together.” 


= The 
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derer might quake to read theſe 
paſſages of preparation : we feel 
equally for the ignorance of the 
youth, and the conſciouſneſs of 
His father. How mut che pa- 
tental boſom of Abraham throb as 
He faw the wood, which was t 
burn his child, doe upon bis 
ſhoulder ? how muſt the knife 
tremble in his hand? But the next 
verſe carries theſe images of horror 
ſtill higher; for the lad, in the 
innocent fimplicity of his heart, 
aid to his father, Behold the 
re fire and the wood, but where is 
„the lanib?” What a natural 5 
| queſtion on his part, but how ago- 


924 * nizing 


or SentyTURE. 91 
nizing to the father! How little 
did the child imagine he was hint» 
ſelf the lamb, and that he had af 
ſiſted to erett a pile for his own de- 
ſtruction? But obſerve with what 
firmneſs the patriarch! proceeds in 
deſpite of all the pleadings of na- 
ture. Having built the altar he 
laid the wood in order, and bound 
his ſon and laid him upon the 
wood. What a ceremony is here! 
Is there a heart inſenſib le to ſuch 
deſcription? The very apparatus 
of the act, gives it additional diſ- 
.crefs. But, ſee, the father ſtretehes 
forth his hand, and brandiſhes the 
knife. In that moment the angel 
A the Lord calling him out of 


. 
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Heaven, ſtays his arm” What di- 
vine imagery is here! What 
a picture for the pen, or pen- 
eil! 1 behold” the ſcene tranſ- 
acting before me: the child 
is faſtened to the wood, and di- 
recting his aſtoniſhed and ff 

ing eye to the parent, as ke he | 
would fay, Oh, my father, what 
offence have I unwittingly com- 
mitted, and wherefore, ah where- 
fore, wilt thou kill me ?—The 
parent himſelf ſtands over his babe 


in unutterable agony, yet reſolved 


to conquer the rebellious. feelings 
of his frame; the tear of nature 
falls faſt upon his cheek—he turns 
zfide his face, unable to ſee him 
aL e 


e or SCRIPTURE, n 
bleed the ſtroke is coming, the 
poiſed arm is deſcending, and, lo, 
the angel, the ſaving angel, inter- 

poſes for the preſervation of the 

child. What harmonious accents 
flow from his lip Abraham, 

« Abraham, lay not thy hand up- 
4 on the lad; neither do thou any 

| « thing unto him. The voice 
of a God only was fit to convey 
{ach intelligence. With what ex- 
tacy muſt it have been received; 

and how muſt Abraham have 

'haſted to unbind his darling? 

Here the tender heart might in- 


daulge itſelf in many pathetic and 


pleaſing ideas: it might repreſent 


5 198 nber and ſon embracing, re- 


. 
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Joicing in the eſcape; and bowing 
in gratitude to the benevolence 
which . occaſioned it: and, laftly, 
as ſoon as the ſacrifice of the Hea- 
ven- provided ram was over, it 
may exhibir the patriarch prepar- 
ing to depart, and thus addreſſing 
his: fon': Na then, my child, 
my dear Vac, now let us feek thy 
mother ; haply ſhe forbodes ſome 
miſchief befalling - thee ; let us 
then haſte to compoſe her. 
lieve me, aac, my heart filently 


blend for the danger which ſo late 


impended, and -1 could have died 

myſelf to fave thee 3; but the will 

. of Heaven muſt always be obeyed: 
ad 2 trial, and 
2 I ex- 
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L exult in having done my duty, 

ON. without deſtroying my ſon © bur 3 

| haſte, Tfaac—thy mother will thnk 
chat we tarry. 5 : 
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Then ABRAHAM GAVE ur THE nee 
AND DIED ,IN A GOOD orb AGE, AN 
Lo MAR An FULL oP” YEARS, AND 
WAS rn 10 218 rens. 
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HERE is 2 moſt beautiful 

© iteration in theſe words, which 

give us the ſenſe they are intended 

to exhibit, with aſtoniſhing pro- 
_prietys The venerable patriarch 
is, as it were, placed before us in 
AR coffin, with the ſmile of ſatis-! 

- For. I. H faction 


. 
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faction ſettled upon his features: 
He died in 2 good eld age, an. 
old man, and full of years. We 
have here one of the few inſtances- 
wherein tautology is delightful, 
eſpecially where the ſameneſs of 
the ſenſe is relieved: by variety in: 
the expreſſion: but even the ſenſe” 
itſelf is extremely copious.and full. 
He died in a good old age, an 

old man, and full of years: 1. e. 
as if the writer had ſaid, after 
having paſſed an hundred and 
threeſcore and fifteen years in a. 
Rate of virtue and obedience ;. in- 
the whole courſe, of which, cou- 
ſceience could find nothing to re- 
nl. but the n de 


: 
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Wed fo contemplate the - purity 
= - the paſt, then n ne 
Bene approsches of — 
he laid himſelf down on the bed af 
reſignation, and, equally calm and 
contented, departedfrom this world: 
te che next, as in the fevenity- of 
low, Which, even in death; Was. 
ſmoathed by piety, and the glaomy 
apartment il lumed by the chearfuł 
radiance of reflethion- The laſt 
hour, in ſuch cafes, loſes its hör. 
and wbing the flight'of his foub 3} 
_ no-intercſted. relations: were: com-- 
93> H 2 : put- 
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puting the time when Fate would 
afford the opportunity to plunder 
and to pillage. Haply, Iſaac only 
| was preſent, and the tears which be 
5 ſhed: were the irreſiſtible drops of 
nature, flowing from the filial 
beart: the reſt was all com poſure; 
_ for he died in peace, and. was ga- 
: | thered to his people; which, by 
> the bye, is an exquiſite phraſe, ſig- 
witying, be was buried with, his 
a anceſtors, (et leaſt with her to 
| whom, when living he was united) 
1 in the field of Ephron. There is, 
25 indeed; much beauty in the chap- 
ter wherein the particular circum- 
ſtances attending the purchaſe of 
8 * 440 is 2 and we cannot 
41 8 1 * too 
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too much admire the conſiderate 
ſenſe of Abraham, or his conjugal 
tenderneſs, in providing a pro- 
place for the remains of his & 1 
wife; nor is the exactneſs, with — 
which the whole matter is told  _* 
as a point both of bufineſs and + 
humanity, leſs worthy our obſer- —_ 
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ud een SERVED eee YEARS FOR 
_ RACHEL, AND THEY SEEMED UNTO 
OWING BUT A FEW SY you THE Leu. 
: , HAP TR HER, AS 616. FRO 


the tender NARRATIVES "of the 8 5 
Bible, from the love tales of mo- 
dern writers; nor does any author 


Approach, in any degree, near 
| Hy 


* PE 5 
A 
3 


— 


euer {yllable has its charm, and 
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them in this reſpect, except ſome 
patts in the orks of the immortal 
Shakeſpear; and one would think, 
in ſome places where he treated of 
the tender attachment of the ſexes, 


that he had an eye to the un- 


affected beauties of the ſcripture, 
The hiſtory of Rebekah and Ra- 
chel are both related, in à lan- 
Zusage, and in a manner beyond 
deſcription, ſine and” natural: 


the whole, is a feaſt for the fancy 
and the heart. Let us ſelect a few 
paſſages from each ſtory z FI an 11 | 
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8 And i. came to paſs, before 
6 he had done ſpeaking, that be- 


bold Rebekah came cut with. 
s her pitcher upon her ſhoulder; 


66 and the damſel was very fair tb 
look upon, and a virgin; and 
5 « ſhe went down to the well and 
« filled her pitcher, and came up; 
60 and the ſervant of Abraham ran 


« to meet her, a and ſaid; Let me, 


pray thee, drink a little water 
a, of thy pitcher.” 120 Such . 0 
Soto l 40 actarnab; 
Could any incident be pothbly 
"4 Pra with more fimplicity ? 
b or could any be more favourable 
to begin the converſation? As if 


he t, on ſeeing ber ap. 


SIE ES) 


proach, 


05 of as ada An ordinary writer 


F > 


wth Sur AD Bexvrirur. 
proach, had" ſaid to hinifelf, Be- 
fore I enter upon a mote" impor- 
| _ rant ſubject, before I touch upon 
the point in which my maſter and 
His fon are ſo tenderly intereſted, I 
will begin to try her diſpoſition, 
Py flighter (circumſtances 3" and 
being a traveller, and a ſtranger, 
1 „ill ekamine her hoſpitality : 
Let me, I pray thee, fair damſel, 
refreſh” myſelf amidſt the fatigue 
of a long journey, by cool 
draught of the water which thou 5 
| haſt juſt drawn from the well. 
What can be more courteous than 
her anſwer, © Drink, my lord l- 
There is an elegance in the brevity = 


F 
. 


15 _ _ would 


world have made her ſtand curte- 
 Hingand complimenting for many | 
un iche minute, wich the pitcher 
in her hand, and bat” aft made 
my excuſes that the Had no cup 
rend to preſent it more polſteſy. 
Such is the abominable parade f 
Aterary refinement! But with equal 
 Fritikine and pretfineſs' Rebekah 
Sly Jaid, „ Drink, "my lord» 
And chen inſtead of entering int 
Pech civilities, Me bgftel, I. e. the 
_— pitcher” ab exp 
* poffible; and gave him : 
nas [when he bad Mone, 
Wut #07" 191 then) The fard > "Now 
Will draw water for thy camels wy 
a_ tin they bave done drinking. 1 
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= The urbanity of a court could not ! 
have exceeded this; nor could any 
2 5 character more ſweetly explain it- 
- ſelf. Having had ſufficient evi- 
dence of her kind temper and gen- 
1 tle heart, the ſervant now ventured 
7 | | to enquire after her family: And 
whoſe fair daughter art thou, oblig- 
ning damſel ? tell me, I pray thee, 
== or. hy gpodanſs bes nada gueing 
15 d little ſolicitous about the: i 
here room in, thy. . hon 
OO lodge? er anſwer 
_ this does her 81 honour ; 
| for, perſiſting in her amiable; hu- 
mour, ſhe told him ſhe Was the 
5 daughter of Bethuel, the fon; of 
Wend, and dat ce bed bab 
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* p * 


1 


er For Senrrblz- 109 
1 wad provender enough, and 
rom to lodge in: and the damſel 
run (how the ſpirit of the charac- 
ter is preſerved 1) to tell thoſe of 
ber mother's houſe the requeſt of . 
the traveller, ſpeaking, no doubt, 
ns favourably of him as ſhe could. 
Her intelligence ſoon brought 
forth her brother, who had been 
informed by his fiſter that he was 
the ſervant of the celebrated Abra- 
ham: and the brother, whoſe name 

- was Laban, invited him in with 
the moſt friendly oordiality, and 
| preſſed him much to eat ſuch de- 
Uicacies as were moſt ſpeedily pro- 
vided. But the ſervant, willing to 
take * of ſo fair an oppor- 
47699} - unity, 
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mnunity, and improve the moment 
: of benevolence, declared his reſo : 

lution: to refuſe food till he had 

ald his errand. This meſſage | 

ds delivered. with the utmoſt per · 
ee and Nb e 
ee an eee, +: 
And — he, I beſeech thee, 
. e eee 
d amqmſel anſwer in à remarkable. 
* : VR bar very alleionare manner: . 


- 


1 we. cannot anſwer thee bed or FE 
# goed ; de. W eee 5 


1 KY e belle a 


= IL 2 


or SCEIPTURE. uin; 5 
em eee 55 4 png a5 
brothers, having no authority over 
the affections of the maid, whoſe 


happineſs is dear to us, how ſhall 


we ſpeak abſolutely in thy maſter's 
favour ?; Perbaps, however, Abra 
bam could. not poſſibly: have dif 
. patched a more truſty meſſenger 3 
for, having received this arnbigu- 
ous reply, by which nothing was 
determined, he tries, in the next 
place, a ſtroke of policy worthy 
w be recorded. As ſoon as he; 
had bowed 1 In grateful ac i 
knowledgement to· Heaven, for fo 
much. good fortune, he very judi- 
ciouſly turns his efforts towards 
* the en of the vir 
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112 SUBLIME AND BrAUTIFUL 
gin: and he firſt begins his attack 


upon her vanity, from which, with 


all her courteſy, one cannot up. 
Poſe her to have been totally ex- 


empt: he brought forth jew-els of 
filver, and jewels of gold, and 
rayment, and gave them to Re- 
bekah. The man diſcovered no 


ſmall knowledge of human nature 
(ever operating, in many caſes, 
alike) in this conduct; and ſtill 
more, when, deſirous to get all 


the family on his ſide, he gave 


precious things to the brother and 


mother. Surely an amour by 


proxy, was never better, or more 
{kcilfully carried on, from the be- 


0 ginning to the end. When he had 


made | 


: 
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made. the preſents, he did not um. 
properly preſs for à direct reward, 
nor, indeed, ſo much as mention 
the matter farther” at that time; 
but leaving the damfſeF to meditate 
upon her ornaments,” he ate and 
drank, and paffed the night ſocl- 

ally, and ſuſpended the delicate 
fubject. Here was a fagacity dif- 
played, to the deſpair of our dealers 
in romance, who prepoſterouſiy 
jumble together inconfiſtencies, 
- and deviate eternally from pru- 
dence, and nature. In the morn- 
ing, however, he defired' his an- 
fer. Whatever were the ſenti- 
ments of the fair virgin, the'bro- 
get and mother relented, and de- 
Vor. I. 1 firing; 
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firing her, company. a few. days 


longer, they promiſed ſhe ſhould 
g. In this requeſt there is a ſur- 
priſing ſweetneſs: how the rela- 
tion ſpeaks in it? At any rate, 
the muſt abide with us little 
While, at the leaſt ten days: we 
cannot part without ſome endear- 
ing preparations; it would break 
aur hearts. I pray thee therefore 


allow thus much to our kindred 


feelings; and if thou findeſt the 
maid nothing reluctant, why, after 
to. thy maſter and his ſon. But 
Poſſibly, che ſervant did not wiſh 
to truſt, the thing ſo many days 
undecided ; and he might under- 


odr serir run, 11 
ſtand enough of human fickleneſs 
to-apptehend ſtrange changes of 


mind in the courſe of that time. 
However this be, be ſtrongly 
urged an inſtant reply. The 
whole matter was drawing to a 
ctiſis. They called the damſel, 


and put to her the deciſive queſs 


tion 3 and the reſult was, her con- 


ſent to the ſuit; in conſequence 


of which, ſhe ſet off with the man, 
attended by a favourite ſervant, 
het nurſe) for the houſe of Abra« 

ham. In the mean time Iſaac was 
not indifferent to the event of the 


tranſaction for, he went out in 
the field at even- tide, to meditate, 
as we are told, but, more proba- 

ä | 1 2 * bly, 
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bly, to meet his deſtined biide'; 
and when he ſaw: the camels were 
coming, he was, no doubt, much 


affected with as e in- 
1 INES. 
4 nt 28 31 Sp Us 
There - is m + ehe pre- 
ſerved in the character of Rebe- 
kah, in the deſcription of this in- 
terview. As ſoon as ſhe ſaw. her 
future lord, ſhe lighted off her 
camel; and when the ſervant in- 
formed her it was Iſaac, with a 
. modeſty truly feminine, and be- 
yond the mere force of cuſtom; ſhe 
covered herſelf with a veil. When 
dhe ſervant communicated to Iſaac + 
the whole of the circumſtances, he 
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was . with her conduct; 
and the laſt verſe of this intereſt · 
ing hiſtory repreſents the lover ten- 
derly leading her into the tent of 
his mother; ſoon after which, he 
courted her heart, and the became 
his wife, and was beloved. What 
a noble poem, or rather, what a 
poetical fact, is here exhibited in a 
ſingle leaf? Tenderneſs, ſweetneſs, 
and the moſt delicate aſſemblage 
of images are judiciouſly blended, 
without the leaſt appearance of 
affectation, or the ſmalleſt en 5 
* rene. p | 


* 


Nor is the ory of the loves bf: 
Jacob and Rachel teſs enchant- 


bim with her father's theep, 
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ingly related, This young was 
man, as | Jacob was journey ing 
caſtward, happened to paſs by 


ment to tend; and when he knew 
the damſel to be Rachel, he wept; 
telling her that he was her fathers 
brother, and the ſon of Rebekah: 

Laban, her father, rejoiced at 
the tidings, and embracing his 
kinſman, invited him into his 
houſe. Jacob continued there as 
a viſitant a whole month, during 
which time he conceived a very 
tender regard for Rachel, who is 


repreſented to us as a very beauti- 


e. 4 And Laban faid ta 


or Sexryroxe. 19 
6 Jacob, Becauſe thou art my bro- 
« ther, ſhouldeſt thou therefore 
« ſerve me for noughtꝰ Tell me, 
« What thall thy wages bed“ T0 
this, Jacob, willing to thew his ten- 
derneſs for Rachel, and his wiſh to 
deſerve her, replied, T will ſerve 
thee, my brother, ſeven years for” 
thy younger daughter, for, I con- 
fels, The hath made an impreſſion | 
on my heart. Laban agreed to this; b 
And Jacob ſerved ſeven years 
© for Rachel; and they ſeemed 
. © unto him but ſeven days, for the 
«* love he had to her.” Thus far 
the dealing was brotherly on both 
- tides: the remaining paſſages of 
the Rory are coloured by deceit. 
N 1 Y At 
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1 At the expiration of the ſeventh 
„ Jacob demanded his wife; 
and Laban, with a ſhew of much. 
honeſty, courtefy and contentment, . 
prepared to celebrate the nuptials . 
ol his daughter. Accordingly, the 
day was paſſed in all that innocent 
gaiety, which was very early a 
cuſtom on ſuch occaſions. Laban 
gathered together his people, even 
all thé men of the place, and 
made a feaſt. But the ſtratagem 
which was put upon Jacob in the 
evening, confidered literally, was 
| equally baſe, unbrotherly and A - 
barous. Inſtead of the object of 
his affections, Laban deceiveth- 
| | * ä N RP 2 S 
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| or SCRIPTURE. 121 
fuſing circumſtance did the beams 
of the morning diſcover? for, be- 
hold, © in the morning, it was 
Leah.“ Notwithſtanding this de- 
ception, however, he was ſtill re- 
ſolved to perſiſt in his paſſion for 
the lovely Rachel, and at Ks 
obtained her. | 


It is unneceſſary to make -far- 
ther comment on this text, than 
juſt to obſerve, that the paſſion of 
love, which is almoſt the founda- 
tion of all poetry, is more pleaſing- 
ly, and highly touched in ſeveral 
Parts of the scr1PTURES, than in all 
the paſtoral, dramatic, or amorous 
attempts ſince the ſcriptures me 
Kitten. | 
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AND E3AU KAN TO MEET HIM, AND EM» 
BRACED HIM, AND FELL ON HIS NECK 
AND KISSED AIM; AND THEY WEPT., 


ScENEs of reconciliation go 
as near to the heart as any in 
human nature; and the chapter, 7 
whence this text is taken, is, per- 
haps, as full of tender circum- 
" ſtances as any» extant : It recites 
| tho 
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the kind interview between Jacob 
and Efau. C 


| Theſe two brothers were thrown 
into ſome diſagreement by the ar- 
tifice of Rebekah, their mother, 
who, being partial to her ſon Ja- 
cob, adviſed him, and put him in 
the way of deceiving his father, 
and robbing his brother of his. 
birth- right: an error which, 
though certainly, on her part, 

proceeding from injudicious fond- 
_ neſs, muſt ever remain as a ſpot 
upon her character. And, at the 
time, it occaſioned very ſerious 
: conſequenees : : for Efau, as was 

_ very, patural, hated Jacob, after: 
8847 j the 


8 
1 


of this e Rebekah, dread- 


ing the harm whichr might haps 


pen to her favourite child, adviſed 


him to retire till the fury of Eſau 
might turn away. He did ſo, and 
a long time being now paſt ſince 
the quarrel, he was returned 
- Into bis own country, with his 
wives and his wealth, and his lit- 
tle ones, whom he loved; The 
remembrance, |: however, f the: 
wrong which he had done his bro- 
Bane 1 LS 7 


s. 
1 7 
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or Scrunz. rf 
iche bleſüng of which he (Eſau) 
was defrauded, and he ſaid in hiæx 
heart, Fhe days of mourning for 
my father are ar hand, and then! 
will lay my brother. To pre 
vent the execution and Hl effects 
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ther, touched him with additional 
ſincerity as he drew near to the 
land where the offence was com- 
mitted. There is an honeſt ſen- 


| bility about us, which makes the 


very trees ſeem filently to upbraid 
us as we paſs by the place where 
we have done an injury to a-neigh- 
bour. When he ſaw Eſau ad- 
| vaneing, his heart fainted within 
bim: fox there is actually in guilt, 


chat, which in the braveſt tem- 
pers operates for a time, like 


downright cowardice. But how 


much was he miſtaken, or rather, 
ho little did his fear give him 
pauſe to conſider the natural and 
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. — and revives 


: 
| when the dear offender is gone fr 1 
from us, how buſy is imagination i 
to conſider ourſetyes. as the agreſ- i 
ſors: how anxious to recall the 1 
opere, of kindneſs, and the | 
I of endearment ! , | i 
eee eee, | 
Eau relented, and ſighed for his 
return : Oh Jacob, my brother, } 
my brother, 


725 Svnvinis au br avrnvr 
may) hy wert thin” fo. | 
leave me? the reflecting "out 
would ſoon have viſited me—nay,. 
it is already come, ind . 


weep 11 ber thy" To6iety :"th 


thould not be interrupted By out. 

paſſion: „and I have A 
u Heart, Jacob, "ite throbs to em : 
brace thee : wherefore then, my deat 
brother, ah wherefore wenteſt thou 
away? Indeed, the ſentiments of 
Eſau, at their eir firſt meeting juſtifies 
this ſuppoſition: for, when Ea 
faw him, he ram to meet him fell 
with inexpreſſible fondneſs f pon 
his neck, and gave! him the fraters 
nal Kiſs. He then ener aftet 
L his 
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bis attendants, and paid a proper _ 
reſpect to his wives and his chil. © 
dren; after which, both the brothers = 
wept . Here is the fubje& of a 1 
noble ſcripture· piece: the whole 
moving treaſures of Jacob drawn 
up in order; the mothers with 
their children and attendants, with 

Jacob at their head, on the one 

hand; and Eſau, with four hun - 

dred in his train, on the other. 
a They meta filent ſuſpence pre- 
the brothers in the embrace of each 
other. In the mean time, what 
muſt be the ſenſations of the ſpec- 
tators? the female tear could nut 
ſurely be repreſſed, the attendants, 

. . muſt 
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muſt have nn in n delight- 


their little hands in gratulation, 
and wept for 
another part of this meeting too 


Intere ſting tobe. eglected, and to 


„I ſhall pay the 
eee eee 1 allude 


Flas, upon Jes offering, a8 
may Vet A 


What exceſſive is there in 
The 


TFT or "SexrpTuURE,” 


| proſentswere not given as adequate 
_ eompen(ations/ for former injuries, 
but they were offered with all poſ- 


the honour of becoming accepta- 
bie in the ſight of my lord. There 


ing him his lord. He, whom we 
| have-wronged, has ſome claim 
t bur vetieration ; and beetmes, 
indeed, oe reſpectable, 
from having been undeſervedly i in- 


zured. But Eſav's refufk of theſe 


preſents ſets his character in i very 


diſtinguiſhed and amiable light. 
T have enougk, my brother 3 keep 


_ 9 ce lee, 


r K 2 how- 


8 izr 


Able delieacy of difidence : they 
were to find grace, i. e. to hae 


is alſo an elegance in Jacob's ca- 
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however, was, fil earneſt to have 
them received, and, in a language 


5 ſcarce reſiſtible, thus urged: his re- 
 , queſt: nay, I pray che, my brother, 
| if now l have found favour in thy 
reckoned as a brother, I pray thee 
receive my preſent ; receive it, if 
it be only as a token of our recon- 
_ ciliation; this day ſhould be diſ- 
tinguiſhed, fince it has reſtored me 
to the embraces of Efau : and, be- 
eve me, brother, to ſee thy face 
again, and to ſee it in ſmiles, is a 
- tranſport for which I have no ex- 

preſſion; I rejoice in thy preſence, 

2⁊litꝗrh7Zin the preſence of a god. As 
£ 3 £0 Ms I * as, thou, more | 
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chan lute tothe'm | of 
my © wiſhes, © — 
| ouſly” with me, and accept the 
trifling teſtimonies of my love. 
There is a moment beyoud's 9 — 
denial is unkind, and it 18 
_ poſfible for that, Which was e 
minute difintereſtedneſs; robecoine. 
rudeneſs in the next: Had Eſau 
remained any longer inflexible he 
might have juſtly been charged 
with cruelty : but he underſtood 
the preciſe point of delicacy much 
better, and finding his brother's 
heart in che requeſt, he obligingly 
yielded to his entreaties, and took 
the preſents. Immediately after, 
NE find Eſau preſſing Jacob to 
- Ck K Rs pur- 
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purſue his journey, offering him 
ſelf to lead the way: Let us now 


take our journey, and let us go, 


<6 and I will go before thee.” oi 


cob's/ reply hereto. is another in- 
ſtance of ſcriptural fimplicity, and 
was, at theſame time, a teſtinony 
of the ſpeaker's' humanity and do- 
meſtic virtues: he ſaid, My 
4 lord knoweth that the children 
ate tender, and the flocks and 
* | herds. with young, are with me; 
66, and if men ſhould. over - drive 
them one day, all the flock will 
% die. Let my lord, I pray thee, 


<< ſoftly; as the cattle that goeth 
enen, and the children are 
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* able to: endure.” 1 the laſt 2 


ſome of his own people with bis 
brother, to render him any aſſiſt- 


ance that might he wanting ou the 
way but Jacob anſwered, What 
* needeth. it? Let dew: e N 


in the fight of my lord 


hes en :is there Kids: = : 


 Siving thee ſuch trouble? If I am 
again! happy in the ſociety and 


mote can poſñibly be added unto 


me? Heaven, in its utmoſt pre- 


fuſion. of bounty, cannot more 
ſincerely bleſs me. 


Joy of the parties concerned at that 
f9 | K 4 > time, 


Thus termi- 
nated the interview, to the general 
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© Phe Bible indeed, for mt 


| part, clears up the point as it goes 


along and, without ſeeming to 


* - poſſeſs the leaſt art, almoſt every 
narrative is actually ſo conſtructed, 


'ks to exhibit what the critics" re- 
quire, and what, indeed, is is ſaid to 


be eſſential to every compoſition— | 
a beginning, a middle, and an ö 
end. What is ſtill more, the 
minuter laws of literature are ſel- 


dom violated, eſpecially, in what 


may, not improperly, be termed 
the epiſodes of ſeripture; and while 


a I . Þ , p , 
4 | * on 
* 


Ep 


0 , _ 1 - , . 2 4 1 
N "PIE 8 \ * | | | 
"Y NEED ; 1 TID i, a 5 * . * » 11 * * * * „ Y * - = 
* . 1 » K a N 
5 | 9 | 
* , N ; 
Ll : . | 
= : # x 
* * 1 ; g 
= * * 4 4 
— r ; 
| , 
* = * G P 
* 
* 
7 - 
1 * 
o 
= 
* 
* 
p * 
— . | 
. OF SCRIPTURE | 
= 
. N f 
4 1 - 
f 4 


on the one hand, we reverence it, = 
25 2 complete and perfect ſyſtm 
of morals, we are on the other, 


* K3 . 
N 74 
4 J „ 
9 4 
. q is 
. . ; 
* * 7-720 Ly * 
* 
7 0 4 - \ 3 
4 # 
5 
: 2 2 *. 
1 * 5 
* . 2 
i = 
- % 
F „ 922 * 
* I 
b I 
\ P >& +> 
* : 
- 
4 
A 4 s x | 
* , 
4 
# 
* 
7 
- * * IK 7 
| 3. # 
% 
| | 4 7 2 * 
| * 
4 
3 * 
| „ | 
- 
. * 
8 ; 
= 
R * 
4 
* 
* 
1— G | 
9 
3 
— N a 
- * 4 
* 4. , s , | 
| * 
g * 
* 
0 
* 
: 5 
* 
N 
. * : 
" * f ; 
4 
* 
ä * 
; * 
* * 
” : 
if . 
5 7 
* 
. 
= * N 
. 8 0 


2 


— 


- 
— x * 7 » r \ * 
x 5 n ß 
- 5 n t « 3 3 A, 4 . ” KS * 8 * 4 
| FFT 
1 * - . * * 4% * c 
| | r 0 1 an} 
LOST c SNNWGY £27 
* 1 * 3 4 - 5k 5 ＋ 
8 » - Sw 1 * +4 JW - ae 1 4 „ 1 18 
Ly 4 N — 75 , | > * 
* N 1 7 * * *« * 7 UF *, k 2 * * s 
E 
4 7 10 - 
* 5 77 + A * * ? * 8 - 4 
ii une dun DISH 
. - Ho 4 0 1 n. e We af ** Lad ad 
$2 8 0 
7 12 . 5 4 1 . * 
W FS by * JI * V+ =— x vo U * A 3.9 38. Wa 2 8 W 
: — 344 2412 "a V. J $15 1 
7 * 1 FR ou . * 1 7 N 4 g 
6 29 a KC 67G #7 
ho * Is | £ 1 JIE 197.7 
. 
: - * <h 
A = 
* * 
i 1 F 8 ; * | . 5 
: * 
lj 7 * » * 
8 & ; 
d 1 ; . 
. 
1 > N . LY 
” 
a 4. : 
* ; 2 * * 5 N 
: k o £ * o " 8 , 
1 
- * * ; ” 
5 a N * 
« % YL - e ” 
* E - , 
— , » : 
{ | . * 
. s : "3 \ 
7 — = - 
4 — » * * 
* " S- 4 * 1 
4 44 
2 * 
Pp : : 4 * 5 8 
= K 5 7 ' 
8 * 
1 * 
— f = 
= . 
* % 
4 *. 4 4 * 3 
* 
. % R 
. 
* - 
> 
* - * 
- * 1 


r 
* 9 rat 
ru * \ 
3 — : 
- ; ” 
- 
"> 
„ . 
= 
- 
i 
= 6 _ 7; * 
. | | : 
+ . 
4 4 " 3 
7 7 4 1 847 
4 4 1 * „A I. AI 4 1 
; : 
% a a 
* * 2 N * 
+ * — % 
4 Ee ply ö 4 &" 4 4 78 
_ oy — +, . „ . = © Y 4c > - 
E — 8 "3. : 5 * a. - ®. 
42 9 * bd 1 „ — 6 1 # 
= 


0 
2 
0 
= 
4 
> 
8 
— 
1 
”" 
5 


= 
-” 
— 
„ 
hood 
= 
— 
— 

4 
© > 
yoo 


- , LAT - «<t * . ve 8 


ä 1 . rn bY +4 2 * * Is 

* * . 

* © e N 
199977741 ass on. ar. 
6 l 1 . 4 : "IE; 

* _ » £34 — * 88 * 4 - 1 20 
N - ** - 


. » i" » c . * % Y 
50 .d, 2 DAVONTER op Lxan, 


en E BAXE UN Do JACOB, wan 


ou ro sR TAU DAUGKTERS OF THE 
A.. „ N {ik 
0 0D. TR... 4 A- Fs * r DP £Þ * 5 : 


"nr 7 E 
W * 


Ben e as ks 1 
; primeval innocence, the pa, 
| Hows, which were let looſe upon 4 


che world, tyrannized amongſt man- 7 
kind We have ſcarce got beyond 3 
the middle of the firſt book of the 
Bible, and there is hardly a viola- 
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140 SUBLIME AND BEAUTIFUL 
tion in human nature which is not 
upon record. Preſently after the 
creation of man, the firſt and 
only, woman then in the world, 
introduced the fault of diſobedi- 
ence; to that, ſucceeded the horrid | 
crime of murder, the murder 
of a brother. 5 Then, as popu- 
lation increaſed, errors multiplied 
in proportion; and the almighty 
Father, ſeeing that the wickedneſs 
of man was great in the world; and 
that every imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart was only 
evil, continually; and, moreover, 
that the whole carth wasfilled with | 
violence, repented that he made i it, | 
_ Ar * i; and bu- 
ried 


"INC 


or Schruns. 1 


. a univerſal . 


* preſerving only the family of one 


man, who was perfect in his ge- 
nerations, The deluge was ſcarce 


gone, before Error rapidly ſtrode 
over the new world, and the firſt 


material circumſtance left us in. 
proof of it was the building of Ba- 


bel: And they ſaid one to ano- 


kc! ther, Loet us make brick, and 
4 build us a city, and a tower, 
66 ; whoſe top nay reach unto Hea- 


troulable monſter, Ambition.. In 
= tho next place we are informed : 
te battle of the kings, whence 


© game Rebellion. In the hiſtory af 
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Hagar and Sarah, we perceive che 
origin of Fealoufy. The deſtruction 


of Sodom and Gemorrah needs no 
comment. The wife of Lot is a 
monument ef obſtinate Curioſity. 
| Jacob's obtaining the inheritance 

of his brother, is an early evidence 
of Deceit.. 'Eſau's menaces, are in- 
ſtances of 8 Laban? 8 trick 


broken Faith; and the treatment of 
Dinah, isa remarkable circumſtance 
of Laſciviouſneſ and Inboſpitality. 
upon record; and it is alſo one of 
the moſt pardonable; for che ra- 
rags who, by the bye, was a no 

bleman, 


8 


„ er serung. wg. 
0 nobleman (contrary es che maden 
maxim of men of intrigue), was 
deſirous to repair che injury he had 
done; by marriage, and entreated 
the hand of the damſel aſter po- 
ſelnon, with unabated ardour: 

nay, the young man carried this 
matter farther Mill, for he ſaid to 
| hey relations, © Aſc me never ſo 
«much dowry and git, and 1 
ill give ace 4 ye ſhall 
«ſay; unte me; but give me che 
4 damſel to Wife.“ He een 
adopted a part of their religion 
to obtain her; and as ſoon as they 
yielded their conſent, he. ill Con- 
all poſſible juſtice, and did nor 
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defer the nuptials. By this fair 
dealing Shechem became more hö- 
nourable than all the houſe of his 
father. After this, the bride- 
groom's father propoſed. a plan 
of intereourſe, and intermarriage 
with the tribe of Jacob, and, in 
general, it was accepted. But ſome 
braver ſpirits amongſt the relations 
of Dinah, ſcandalized at the indig- 
nity: which their family had ſuſ- 
tained, meditated revenge; and 
two of her brothers, who Poſſeſſed 
Simon and Levi), took each man 
his on, and came upon the city 
and bis father. | When J acob eX> 
23D: * poſtulated 
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— poſtulated with: the young menen 
them for deſtroy ing the character 
he had in the hearts of che people 
off that country, they anſuered 
bim with a dignity truly fraternal, 
and diſcovered at onee a high ſenſe 
of+infult, and a becoming vene- 
ration for the great ſocial compact, 
other ⸗ Should he deal with qur 
ketten, as wich an batlot ? A 
eoneiſe queſtion this, but compre- 
ending a full and noble meanings 
Shall the ſonofthevery man whats. 
we have dealt: well wieh, in the 
ay of buſineks, wiolate che lauf 
hoſpitality, ande ſtrike he 
Von. I. 5 wound 
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wound in the very vitals of our 
honour an happineſs? even in 
the reputation of our ſiſterꝰ Can 
We, O father, be ſo loſt to the 
duties of a brother, as to ſee her 
polluted, and in her, all our fa- 
mily, without ' puniſhing” the ra- 
© rviſher?” Forbid it Courage, for- 
pic it, Virtue! Heavens, ſhall our 
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Alter the ſiſter of the ſons of J. 
cob; of Jacob, who hath contended 
eit angelic natures, and prevailed 
hall they baſely bear a ſtain and 
ap ignomy like this, without re- 
dreſs? No, my father! the ſpirit, 
the paternal ſpirit, nay, the very 
inſpitation of the Deity is in us, 
und urged us to the ee 
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- to: be berker, e ſhould hy, . 
faid ; for lo! the victim lies bleeds. TR 
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_ Such is the language of true in- 
trepidity: “ Should he deal wick 
« our fiſter as with an harlot? 
Though I would not be thought. | 
to recommend bloodſhed, yet "of 
can ſcarce avoid propoſing the LN : 


ble conduct of theſe young men as 1 

a pattern of imitation. He, who, „ 
violates che chaſtity of a woman, is LT 
by ſo much the ebe, 55 
and deſerving of death, hang 
the man who plants a piſtol at, - 
+ the boſom, as a crime which is _ WET 
liable to the juſtice of the laws, is 
Z les” 
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| 18er ws" Brattrror | 
I faft! nd Ws thiſehicvoas, 
than kat: wh involves in che 
diſgrace of one, the dilſgraee alſo off 
2 numerous family, and for the 
niclt Part, u Wide ͤ8 l zl fue et. 
K ef ade! Yet bett, 
XL of a patenty/or” 
2 Vier were berths (ribs 


gliebabce ORR Weed,” 


b erde et Where 8 che 
ft nent fer the möte fre“ 
quictit id wöre fatal effects 6E 


hen ator ef kei 
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*  b&ikhinghy arrkfeck in ine maße 
of 4cafitocdl ternet Where? 

blk ih che Wen of brach, 78. 

un birge kor thut aecdtmlated 
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bene 1 2 Sh 
ug, which alonares the kingat - 
telatives; which cntices the daughr 
ter cfrom the hogſe:of her fathers 


till, ſhy degrees, e hege e 
inhabitant of a brothel, paſſes 


- away the days of beauty and youth, 
amidſt deſeaſe and wretchedneſs, 
and at length dies, untimely, a 
' nuiſance to the ſtreet? If then 
the laws of the land have no pro- 
viſion againſt the increaſe of this 
- foreſt of all human | violations, 
what is the natural ſuccedaneum ? 
The arm of Vengeance! And 

et, are we. not forbidden to ab- 

om blood, on any provoca- 


5 nay We are, and we ſbould be: 
. Amoment's reflectiongonvinces us, 
| „ hat 
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to mend; be it 
to puniſh and to pardon. 
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=_ N ada” and were buried on 


aſtoniſhing contemplation is the 
riſe and fall oof the children of 
men! How are we ſtruck in 


e hiſtory of che world; Warn 
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it Kill, however, remains a ſtart· 
ling matter, and may well give 
the hint of preparation, when we 
reflect, that all the tens of thou- 
dad which a century and a half 
> bn «ee er AR r- m 
= of the earth= -  potentates, | 


1 
x 
j 
j 
g 
q 
$ 


—.— and beggars, are 'now bu- 

Tied in its bowels : and the point 

comes ſtill nearer to our o.πõ Jr. 
= s buſineſs and boſoms,” When we 
= 5 farther oonſider, that all which-now l 
_— has exiſtence in every patt'of "the 
1 habitable/- world, muſt be ſoon 
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ue in the fame ſituation. 

Such is the progreſs of diſſolving 
nature, and ſuch the conſtant de- 
creaſe and increaſe of created mat: 


ter. By theſe means alſo, in a 


ſhorter ſpace of time than the 
flight of one hundred and fifty 

years, the univerſe (with reſpect 

to its inhabitants) wears a new 
age; only in ſuch inſtances, wherein 
general likeneſt of race, or fimili- 
tude of feiture is tranſmitted, from 
one generation e I 
„ 
Oſſian (whoſe Booked whether 
modern productions or not, cer - 
tainly: Oy, © ſome Places, an 


1 15 almoſt . 
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a not much amlike the ſcrintural 
 manuer of writing)! has, withegual 
Proprĩty and pathos, imsgery and 
_ Morality: thus deſcanted un the 
\ bievity:'of olfes do oe 19900) 
in bas  borhaud;.ono 36 1091 
e -Deſalate ig tlie dwelling: ot 
Moria 2 ſilence in the houſe 
e of her father. Raiſt che ſong 
7, of mourning over.thei ſtrangers. 
One day an mnuſt fall i and they 
Fchave only fallen before us. 
= Why daſt than build the hall, | 
+ ſon of the winged days! Thou 
; Sh thy:towers:to<day. 
Soon will the iHaſt of the deſert 
4 comes Abe eee, | 
3 nn 


erer f | 
turn nor Ofcaroriſe/rimthis! 
wirength/ The valiant muſt- 
</fall one day, and be bo mtire 
RH. “ Where ste dur ifaw. 
Athers er whericors. E. then chiefs; 
Hoßtthe times bf old They are 
« ſet like ſtars: that have ſhone 
« we only hear the ſound of their 
« praiſe : but they were renowned _ 
in . terror 1 | 
or their times.” . 
| "This is fine i eb av wii 1 
out any part of that obſcurity, or __ 
affetation of parages, which nor, 
and then ſticks to Offian. The 
moral ' paſſages which eloſe the 
abote delcription, derive a pecu- 


1 


ae — — — 


3 
2 
1 
- - 
4 
; 
- 
- 
= 


— Wor. TIO N 
* * * LI 
9+ 4,06 C WY * * 6 
o 
4 
8 s 
- 
# 
$ 
= 
* 
K "* * . 


- 


- SUBLIME' AND BeravTirur” 


: 4 Ss 1 1 By pe . 
1 "a 53 4 N N \ * $ 
: RE ASE 4.5 Fr 41 9 LP 1 


„ 


of AF — : * A þ 9 — ö 5 g * | * 
A > 4 a * "iS T * 4 &; - n R % K * 
f — ; * ** 
7 5 N * A 
7 %3 * Fa 
1 * * 4 
— * 7 * * 
8 g 
o 
0 . 1 P : n 
- _ * * * * 
- 4 © £ 4 * F 
ww, 1 1 i 
4 * 
; h 
: * 
% > +>. & * % bl 
* 2 5 T. A 0 * o —— 1 
, 5, 7 EXA. n'  55GS 1 ; 
« » : „ 
* = 
VR i Ho * # * 1 7 - F +4 - 
E | | 
11 8 Sri 
- 
E. % +5, * 1 13 5 9 
E * * on rs * 


«#7 "AF" 73 T3.” aps : 7 * *% 
ANN mane) (23 ging H * 


Son v of Jos P H. 
83 1 
A 2 ws "TS l ys £7542" 4% et " 


* 


ob» 8 W 
| | rs ie 


* 
6 i 
7 py 0 ” - * 
D. 4 N 7 £3 x. 7 - 4.* : » 5 LOI . ” It þ 
« ; "> l : N F 4 » 1 1 4 * 4 — 
n, * Ss 3 EF. & 1 , : 1 7 * 17 „ K, „ - %? 
1 0 a 47 
, - 


ur MADE; b eber er MANY 
| coLouns., | | 


* 1 4 , «7 4, AE 
. * ie eee 1 28 


LH 
- 
4 +. 


A . * 
= l oz, 
ve 


TE RE. is alſo anothet of thoſe 

ſacred narratives which is not | 
only exquiſite in itſelf, but Which 5 
the attention of many 1 
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illuſtrations; and every. man may + 


Be ale to diſcover init, and diſ- 
play freſh beauties to charm, and 
freſh elegancies to recommend. 


To adds however, any thing to 


this narrative would be unneceſ- 
fary, and to recite the Whole of it 
From the Bible; inconſiſtent with 
the limits of my deſign: à few ge- 


neral obſervations, therefore, wilt 


| beſufficient« The happieſt ſtrokes 


of ſunplicity diſtinguiſh the very 


beginning of the biſtary before us. 
No Iſrael loved Joſeph more 
It; than all his ehildren.“ But 
mark the reaſon. for ſuch partiality, 
8 becauſe he was, the fon; of his 
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fitiery | This litele decoration” ere 
ated the enby of his brethren -- 
* And when lis brethren faw that ww 
the reſt; they hated him, ah | 
<: cottld not ſpeak peaceably nts | 


4 © hit.” . 5 
1 Von. I. 


— 
— 


— 


— ro. 


— — — 
— — — — = = 
- _ 


Ee ee RE EIS 


162 SUBLIME AND-BEAUTIFUL EHC 
rel opens! When they firſt began to 
envy the poor lad, they did not, 
all at once, outrageouſly aſfault 
bim; but the paſſion was left to 
grow, naturally; the fire was per- 
mitted to kindle from the firſt ſpark 
into a general flame, This is true 


wanne. They could not ſpeak. | 


peaceably unto him; i. e. they 
began to caſt reflections, mixed 
farcaſins with their converſation, 


and ſilently ſneered at him. But 


how naturally do the dreams in- 
creaſe the fraternal diſcontent 


nothing in the world could 59 1 


exceeded this circumſtance 
point of aggravation. It was, in- 


"Gong; fuck e, as, at firſt, of- 
2 We: fended 


or Schirn. 163 5 
fended the parent, fond as he was: 
what effect then muſt it have had 
upon the brothers? That which 
before was little more than diſlike, 
was now abſolute averſion. They 


ſaid unto him, “ Shalt thou, in- 


« deed,” reign over us, or ſhalt 
thou have dotninion over us? 
„And they hated him yet more 
“for his dreams.“ Thus pre- 
pared for vengeance, they were 
ready to ſeize the firſt opportunity 
which might happen. His being 
ſent by his father as a meſſenger to 
his brethren to know how it fared 
with them and with their flocks 
Was, alas, but too favourable an 

| HR for their latent purpoſes, 
© Oe M 2 and 
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and the manner in which they ex- 
preſs themſelves, as they behold 
him afar off, is, in every reſpect, 


I nature —Behold, ſaid they one to 


another, Beheld, this dreamer 

. cometh.” What a taunt was 
this, and how quickly did it pre- 
pare the ſociety for the ſentiments 
which immediately followed. 
Come now, therefore, and let 
us ſlay him, and then we ſhall 
, ſes what wilk became of his 
<4. dreams.” The fineſſe of Reu- 
ben was an human artifice: . Shed 
< no: bldodg my; brothers, but 
<, caſt;him; into this pit which: is 
Win 


. 
Of is 


the wilderneſs:” This, ad- 
x Io . "me 


or Schrrrun zs. 165 
vice diſcovered an equal ſhare of 
good ſenſe and affection. Had 
Reuben intemperately and flatly 
oppoſed the intentions of the par- 
ty, it is probable he might not 
they meant to take of Joſeph, but 
have likewiſe drawn their anger 

upon himſelf. Seeming, therefore, 
to think the lad deſerving puniſh- 


ments and only preſurting do pro- 


poſe an alteration of it, as to the 
mode, was propitious to his ami- 
able deſign of delwering him to 
his father. Judah's motion to ſel! 
him to the travelling Iſumaelites is, 
_ hkewiſe, a fine incident: but the 

1 killing the kid, and 
an. M3 dip- 


166 SvBLIME Au BEAUTIFUL 
dipping the many- coloured coat 
in it's blood, and then ſhewing it 

to the poor old father, is a circum- 
ſtance levelled immediately at the 
heart, and cannot fail of wounding 
every reader of the leaſt ſenſibility. 
It were no undelightful taſk to go 
on with a commentary on the re- 
maining parts of this ſtory, from 

"ub erde hero in the 

houſe of Potipher, to his death and 

5 burial in Egypt : but it is a part 
of ſcripture ſo particularly handled 
by men of the moſt celebrated 
abilities, that every paſſage. has 
many times been the ſubject of 
learned remark. Upon the whole, 
however, it appears to be one of 
55 F these 
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the öl Beautiful and intereſting 
narratives in the whole lettered 
world; nor will it, perhaps, be 


- eaſy to match it, even as it now 


ftands tranſlated, by any cornpo- | 


ſition, in any language. As a 


chain of ſacred facts, recorded in : 


the divine volume of the chriſtian 


religion, it affects us with awe and 9 


veneration: as a relick of anti- 
quity, it is dear and valuable to 
all poſterity; and, as a piece of 


writing, it poſſeſſes at one and the 
ſame time, and in the higheſt de- 


gree, every elegance of literature: 
in point of ſtyle, it is various and 


maſterly; the images are pathetie 
beyond the force of encomium o 


N's 3: CM 


taking. from its heamityl fimpli- 
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aus, importapt, and gdomeſtic, 
Were it poſſible to glter, without 


city, What @ nable ſubiect is hare 
for an epic: pgem 19 alter the 
genuine test, indeed, advantage 
bnt o make the ftaxy the prowed- 
207k ef a poetieal fabric, hat an 
exquiſite picee might the genius of 
Milton - make of NI 4 am in | 
_ daybt, whether fuck 2 pen, ſa 

ſped as it was ie ſagred ſubjesta, 
might net render a poem upon the 
Hiſtery of Joseph equal, if Mat. 


or genzerokz. - wy. 


in . reſpects, ſugerio, 0 he N 
now pps * Os 
. 2 My 
jc itis das 
drop. the comment an this enter = 
taining ſubject, till I have a HE 
attended the worthy Joſeph in his 


- proſperity : his faithful Sealing as 
a ſteward : his honeſty and in- 


tegrity as a man truſted with ver 
_ extenſive treaſures, inſomuch, that 
his maſter knew not ought which 
cc he had, ſave the bread which was 
before him :” his generous ideas 
of honour and hoſpitality, in reſiſt- 
ing the charms of his miſtreſs: 
his reception and forgiveneſs of his 
brethren ; his attachment to the 

f EY youth- 


* 


1% Susi any BeavrirurL 


youthful Benjamin; and his kind 
and filial interviews with His 


f ſhed and captivating, 
of pious enthufiaſm as we read, and 
take leave of 
them without a ſigh. Man 
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Aub IT CAME To PASS, AFTER THESE _ 


THINGS, THAT ONE TOLD JOSEPH: BE- 


HOLD THY FATHER 18 sick; AND NE". 


Took WITH HIM-HIS TWo- CENT, Ma- 
NAS SEA AND EPHRAIM. 


AND ONE. TOLD JACOB, AND, 841: - 

HOLD, THY S0N JOSEPH COMETH. TO 
| SEE THEE 5 AND ISRABL. STRENG THEN= 
ED HIMSELF, AND SAT uron HIS 1 


Wirte BO affectionate zeal 
- Joſeph haſtened to his fa- 
thee, upon hearing of his fick- 


| ad There is beauty and na- 


ture 
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ture in the behaviour of Jacob on 3 


| this' tender occafion. As ſoon as 

he heard that his ſon was coming, 
he ſtrengthened himſelf, and at 
upon the bed. Notwithſtanding 
all the languors of decay, he ex- 
erted himſelf to perform the laſt 
paternal offices of love: the very 


idea of his Joſeph, ſo far ſtrength- 
ened him, that he gat upon the bed. 


Of ſuch potency, to the very Taft, 
are the finer ſenſibilities gf the hy- 
not more affecting, than important. 
How intereſting was the ancient 
ceremony of bleſſing ! Indeed, the 
benediction of an erpiring man is 
N W but when che 


dying | 


' of — - 75 173 


We 3 


ſerves the name, with what an aweful 

idea it aſſacta the ſoub! Behold the 
good old man, when he had given 
proper directions for his funeral, 
ſtretehing forth his hallowed hand; 
to: bleſs. And hear, in what lan- 
guage he begins: God before 

. whom my fathers, Abraham and 
Haar, did walic the Gd, which 
fod mealbmy life long, untothis 
day: tho angel, which redeemed 
Smwiroaraltevil, bleſs the lads-: 


R 
* Abraham aud Iſaac, and let 


+444 thenx grow: into a multitude in 


tue midſt of te earth. What a 
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flow of eloquence and ſublimity is 
here; how glowing the ſentiments; 

| how pathetic the occaſion! By 

this time his ſtrength was more ex- 
hauſted, and he haſtily adverted 
to anotber intereſting ſubject 
© Behold, I die, Joſeph, but I have 
e given to zhee one portion, above 
thy brethren, which 1 took out 
e the hand of the Amorite, with 
„ my ſword and with my bow.” 
This manner of diſtinguiſhing Jo- 
ſeph from the reſt of his brethren 
by a legacy, which was particu- 
larly dear to the teſtator, and 
Wjhich, indeed, was an inſtance of 
his early {kill in manly exerciſes, 
7 ſpeaks his ſenſe of Joſeph's 
8 1 


„ 


or Senirrunz. 0 Why" 


generous behaviour i in the day of 
| neceffity,” while the famine was yet 
ſore in the land. Thoſe points 
being properly adjuſted, the good 
man makes one effort more, and 
n the een 2 father, 
gether, to bleſs them. The verſe 
which ſummons them, has a ſo- 
lemnity ſuited to the - occafion : 
Gather yourſelves together, ye 
“ ſons of Jacob; and hearken ye 
“ ſons of Iſrael. When they are 

words, and inſpiration of ideas, 
doth he addreſs them! The ad- 

vanees of death ſeem to have been 

n or, rather, Death himſelf was 
984 4 ena- 


could not filence the tongue till 
 overy fyllable was uttered. The 
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Koods- ac it were, ſuſpended; ab 


ſaid, the God is in every ſentence 


who can read it wirhout catching 


the Bible is not oftener quoted and 


terary taſte. The names of Pindar, 


we” 3 . 43% point 


or SCRIPTURE. © 5 wh 


gol * ſublimity, as the very chil- 
dren of the ſun, while the Bible lies 
gatherir ng the duſt of difuſe upon 
ſome ſolitary ſhelf, like an ineſti- 
mable jewel in poſſeſſiom af a pea- 
ſant, who is unconſcious of its va- 
lue. And yet, it were no difficult 
labour to prove, by parallel paſ- 
ſages, that the boldeſt and nobleſt 
flights of theſe moderns (however 
elegant they may be when not | 
brought to ſo ſevere a teſt), are very 
feeble efforts, when compared to that 
glowing fire of imagination that 
irrefiſtible force of language, and 
that ſublimity of arrangement, ſo 
remarkable in many parts of the 
3 1 As an inftance or two, 
Vor- I, N | let 


N 
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let us run the enraptured eye over 
2 few n of this ey e 


: 


: 


« + EM art wh rſt 
L ine my might, and the be- 
4 ginning of my ſtrength; the 
« excellency of dignity, and the 
excellency of power!“ Was 
there ever a bolder, or more finiſh- 


_edclimax ! At the fiftieth peruſal, 
2 it would afford a man of open 
. en, W 9 2 35 WI 


277 41 


8 Jeaialraxa: Bite whichpy from 


"267 the prey, my ſon, thou art 


ws rags : he ee mee he 
8 ew; who ſhall roſe Men up? 
7 „ I d- 


4 4 p. | 


* 


or Sckiprons, || 7 
60 Finding his fole unto the vine, 
and his affes colt unto the choice 
« vine; he waſhed his garments 
„ in wine, and his cloaths in the 
« blood of grapes. His eyes ſhall 
cc be red with wine, and his teeth 
s white with milk.” COTS: 
Once more. © Joſeph is a 
«fruitful bough, even a fruirful 
bough by well, whoſe branches 
run over 7 the wall. on 


. The acdhiers "have ſorely 

* grieved him, and ſhot at him, 
'66 d hated him. 3 
"= | oF, 2 IG Zut 
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But his bow abode in ſtrength, 
c and the atms..of his hands was - 
80 Ds ſtrong by the hands of the 
mighty God of Jacob: from 
« ae is the ſhepherd, the ſtone | 
K of Iſrael. . 


Even 1 God of thy fa- 


< ther, who ſhall help thee, and 
« by the Almighty, who ſhall 
A, bleſs thee with bleſſings of 


Heaven above, bleſſings of the 
6 deep that heth under, bleſſings 


of the breaſts, and of the womb.” 


e The bleſſings. of thy father 
* have prevailed over the bleſſings 


& of my progenitors, unto the ut- 
5 " * moſt 


4 p 4 
4 

K 

1 
% ”2 


| 6x Sz vid 1 
« oſt bound of the everlaſting 
& hills; they ſhall be on the head © 
e of Joſeph, and on the crown of 


« the head of him that was ſepa- 
= rate from his brethren.” 1 


The 22d verſe telatlng to Joſeph © 
is inimitable: the idea of the fruit. 
ful bouph is a fine corhpariſon, but 
receives prodigious heightning 

from the circumſtance of plant-. 
ing it by a. well, and the picture 

becomes quite complete, when, in 
conſequence of theſe advantages of 
ſituation, its branches are ſaid to 

run over the wall, The whole of 
this image enjoys all the conſtitu- 
ent beauties of a happy ſimile. 
| N 3 "Me 
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It is exact, familiar, . 
and conciſe. 


As ſoon as the venerable Jacob 
had ended this divine rhapſody of 


_ a departing ſpirit, we are told, that 


he gathered up his feet into the 
bed, and yielded up! the ghoſt. 
All-amiable and excellent as he 
was, he felt, in ſome degree, the 
tax of pain, which the errors of 
Eve intailed upon her poſterity— 
the pang of expiration—and then 


us gathered to his people. 
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GEN EROSTIT Y of JosePH, 


oa, 5 F 
AND wHEN Jos xyn's BRETHREN © 84 
4 TRAD "THEIR " FATHER WAS pan, 

"THEY SAID: JosxzyH WILL PARADVEN= 
"TURE HATE US, AND WILL CERTAINLY 

REQULTE us ALL THE EVIL 9 
VI DID UNTO Wi, nes, | 


0 w 3 was ie appre- 
henſion 1 Guilt ſeldom con- 
but dwells upon its own conſcious 


unworthjneſs; and thoſe Who are 
degraded ih their run eſtimation, 


Re M4: have 
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have flight notions of ſuperior 
characters. Had theſe young men 
reflected upon the gentle and com- 
placent nature of Joſeph, they 
could never have cheriſbed a fear 
of this ſort. When the matter 
was told to this tender ·hearted bro- 
ther, he wept. Sweet benign ſpi- 
rit! Thou couldeſt not bear the 
 imputation of cruelty—the. bare 
idea of 'ought unamiable touched 
thee to the quick, and from the 
lips of brethren—it was a wound 


chat ſmarted through the ſoul. 
What pathetic fentiments are fur- 


niſhed by his anſwer ! © Riſe, riſe, 
my brethren, fear not.” Am I 
in the place of God? Shall I, 
SV ig * 1 man 
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man of frailty, preſumptuouſſy 
aſſume the privilege of = judg- 
ment ! Shall I dare to poiſe the 
omnipotent ſcale, and criticiſe on 
the great plan of univerſal regula- , 


tion —Fie upon it >? I turn bluſh-- 2 5 


ingly away from the impious 
thought! Place me not then, 

my dear friends, in ſo improper a 

ſituation: cloathe me no more in 


the majeſty of Heaven; but think 


of me as I really am—a man —an 
imperfect man like yourſelves, lia- 
ble to equal infirmities, and only 
1 by the immedi- 
God of me, and of my aber 
n it meet, * invite forgive 
2 neſs, 


of 
Su gas wr Eee , ] oe rug ov Seo AF ⁵ 1 Sooct co, I p — —— 
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486 SUBLIME" AND” BEAUTIFUL | 
neſs, ſince ye have been evi- 
dently the inſtrument of much feli- 


city. God meant it 10 god! i. e. 


infinite happineſs is adduced from 
that which appeared, at firſt, to be 
evil. Forbear then to ſuſpect your 
brother. - So far from touching 


the minuteſt hair of your heads 


riſn both you and your little ones. 
tion within my power. "Behold 


our father, full of days and of ho- 
nour, lies ſleeping in the grave: 
__ | not--ah-think: — 


or RI TU RE. 187 
ments. Soft lie his venerable 
bones, and peaceable be his aſhes 
in the protection of the God of 
Iſrael. See - my brother ſee the 
tear is in my eye as I reflect upon 
thy fears: but I conjure ye to be 
comforted to know me better 
Leet this embrace —in which my 

heart gives vigour to my arms 
let this cordial embrace be the ſeal 
of eternal confidence, and the ce- 
ment of a brother's fondeſt tender- 
neſs to his brethren. 


I do not think we have an image 
conmeived in nature, or expreſſed 
in language, more agreeable to the 
mind, than that, which is conveyed 


2 to 
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to us in the ſubſequent verſe: 


FM And Joſeph ſaw Ephraim's : 


tc children of the third generation; 
c and the children of Machir, 


„ the ſon of Manaſſeh, were 


66 brought up «pon Joſeph's knees.” 


We naturally with happineſs * 


health, and long life, to great 
and excellent characters. How 


pleaſing and pictureſque, there- 
fore, is the ſcene here exhibited ? 


He who had been ſo admirable a 
ſon—a Par ent—a friend—and a 
brother —at length, retiring from 


the buſtles of active life, enjoys the 


private pleaſures of retreat. He 
amuſes himſelf with domeſtic con- 


...._cerns, enters into all the relaxing 


and 


or SCRIPTURE, 189 


and delicious cares of the cradle. 


and finds much to ſooth, and much - 
to ſolace the decline of his days, 
amidſt the prettineſs, and the prat- 
tle of a nurſery. Such was his fate, 
that he ſaw his childrens children 
| Proſper beneath his eye. Often, 
no doubt, were the little ones, fed 
by his hand, and foſtered in his 
boſom : and, as for the children of 
Machir, they were—gracious Hea- 
ven, what a melting idea!—they 
| were brought up «pon his knees, 
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HOUSE or LRVi, AND TOOK ro wirz A\ 
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Turn E- are RAY beadkifut: 
and remarkable circumſtances: 
concerning the birth of Moſes, and 
they are told (as uſual) with all ima- 
e accuracy and ſimplicity. 
The 
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The contrivance of concealing 
him in an ark of bull - ruſhes, is in- 
conceiveably maternal: nor is 
there leſs prettineſs, in the deſorip- 
tion of his being found by Pha- 
roah's daughter. This young wo- 


man came to bathe herſelf at the 


river, and her maidens walked 
along by the riyer's fide, and when 
ſhe ſaw the little ark almoſt float- 
ing amongſt the flags, ſhe had the 
curiofity to direct her maid to fetch 
it. Upon her opening the ruſhy 
cradle; ſhe ſaw the babe; and, 
behold it wept. . Oh Heaven, 
what an incident this, for the heart 
of a woman! The tear up- 
on its innocent face aſſailed the 
811 1 8 human 


br stel 2 


buten e and fibdiled - 
tem: the virgin had cothpaſifon 
on Him: for, me ſent Him pri- 
vitely to be nutfed, defrayed the 
charge from her own coffer, and 
adopted him as her own. As his | 
itfancy was rendeted pecullar by 
the policy of his mother, and tlie 
patronage of the daughter of the 
very man who had given orders 
for the deſtruction of every new 
born male; fo his youth was dif- 
tinguiſed with marks of honour 
by his own bravery. "© And it” 
| "= to paſs,' in thofe days, 
| « when Moſes was grown, that he 

tc went out unto his brethren, and 

e fgoked on their burthens, and 
Vor. 1. „% 
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0 * he eſpied an Egyptian ſmiting 


* 


ten; and he locked this way, 
&« and that way, and when, he law. 


M an Hebrew, one of his breth · 


« * that there was no man, . he flew 
45 the Egyptian and hid him in 


« the fand. 5 his record of the 
lad's courage, fraternal love, and 


Tenſe of equity, is very artfully i in- 
troduced, and endears him to us, 


before he enters upon thoſe im- 
portant ſcenes in which Providence | 


afterwards . places him. To give 
additional luſtre to his character, 
we next find him engaged in a e- 


cond cauſe of redreſs, and juſtice ; 552 


for, finding two men engaged i in a 
* he took the ſide of 25 weak- ; 


1c... pn 
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er party, and boldly reprehended 


che aggreſſor. From the reply of 
this man, however, who alluded 
to his conteſt with the Egyptian, 
he had reaſon to fear the matter 
had, by ſome means, reached the 
ear of Pharoah: and this brings 
about another change of his juve- 


nile fortunes. He fled from dan- 


ger to Midian, and ſat himſelf 
down by a well. Here, in a little 
time, his intrepid and honeſt tem- 
per had a freſh opportunity to ſhew 


itſelf, and the graces of his mind 


again break forth. It happened 
that the ſeven daughters of the 


prieſt of Midian came to the well 
w water their father's flocks, and 


O 2 that 


* \ 
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that the ſhepherds. eame and drove 
de of women in their humane em- 
ployments ! How could ſo ſweet: 
and courteous; 2 ſpirit brookfuch. 
daſtardy ! He inftantly roſe in 
oppoſition, Provided their flocks 
vath water. And this conduct 
praduaed n alteration in 
aur | hero's, circumſtances : ſor, 
when the father of the damſels un- 
done, he nebuked his daughters 
that they ſo little regarded the 
rights of hoſpitality and gratitude, 
as not to preſs: upon the kind 
| Fog an invitation. 4: And he 
| 40 4 ſaid 


* 


or ScxlerURE. 1099 


ſaid unto. them, where is he? 
„% Why is it chat ye have left the 
% man? Call him, that he mr 

, eat bread.” Moſes came and 
refreſhed himſelf, and ſo endeared 
himſelf in that interview, as to 
dwell there; and, in the end, ſuch 
was the friendſhip between them, 
that he became huſband to one of 
the very daughters whom he had 
allified : at the ble VS w— 
It is to eas W Radar thin 
this chapter, which contains the 
ſtory of his younger years, every 
hiſtoric fact is ſet down, which 
might recommend Moſes to 
our eſteem ; and yet that nothing 
03 oſten 
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oſtentatious, or inconſiſtent with 


his time of life, is admitted. And 
here ceaſes the narrative of his 


youthful tranſactions, the future 


parts of his ſiory exhibit him in 


the ſublimeſt ſtation imaginable, 
enjoying frequent conferences with 


the God who had reſpect unto his 
integrity, and who inſtituted him 
the meſſenger of Providence in the 
important concerns of Pharoah, 

and the unfortunate children of 


Iſrael. 1 Flt 
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TER or AARON, TOOK A TIMBREL LN 
HER HAND; AND ALL THE WOMEN WENT 
"OUT AFTER HER WITH TIMBRELS, AND 
Wia DANCES, 


R x 3:4” ew 3% 2% 


bel OT d 29+ 


and Mizian ANSWERED und, $1ING UNTO 

j» LokD, PoR Af HATH TRIUMPHED 
GC LORIOVSLY;, THE HORSE AND HIS" RI 
DER HATH HE THROWN 11 0 THE 175 
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equally amazing, awful, and pe- 
O4 


4 


N Cumſtances attending the mi- 
racles exhibited in Egypt are 


culiar; 
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culiar; and a peruſal of them can» 


not fail exciting the fincereſt piety 
and veneration for the power, wha 
brought them. w ſo happy a pe. 


It is extremely intereſting to 


trace the. wonders. of the Al- 


mighty in theſe memorable and 


multiplied: exertions of his omni- 
Potence. He begins with milder 
miracles, aud with ſome. lighter 
Inſtances of his univerſal authori- 
ty; remembering the divine at- 
tribute of mercy in the midſt of 


juſtice, tender even in —_ 
and relustant to ere 2 
Sf _ 8 HN 5 Thus 
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Thus, che rod turned into a 
ſerpent, which is the firſt teſtimony 
of power, is leſs alarming than 
converting the riyer into blood. 
And the ſame kind of ſagacious 
climax is obſervable in the various 
viſitations of the Divine diſplea- 
ſure; by peſtilence; the plague of 
frogs was not ſo utterly terrible as 

that of lice, and even that again, 
yielded in point of _—_ to _ 
co phy 


* The radii, three verſes 
will prove this more plainly. 


ec And the river ſhall bring forth 
„ frogs: abundantly, which ſhall 
< ava and come into the houſe, 

« and 
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and into thy bedchamber, and 
* houſe of this ſervants, and upon 
* thy people, and into thine 
„ ovans, and Sachen 
66 er dard i 


* 


— b L 


4 


„„ SOUFRLL OT 26)- SORIA; 

, Thus very private comfort was 
deſtroyed, and it does not ſeem 
eaſy to encreaſe the torment, yet 
we find, this Hin ge in 
che ſmalleſt degree. 5 


- 


„ hand with his rod, and ſmote 
the duſt of the earth, and it 
became lice both in man and 
« inbeaſt; All the duſt of the land. 
5 2 | cc be- 
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« became lice AER: all the 
* land of Egypt.” Bade 

* 
14. ere 7 . | _ 1 
E r EP \ a „ > 1 $%g . 41 


2 
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ture 1 thore en eee | 
nity than the other, and was, by 


ſo much, the more irkſome, nau- 


ſeous, and intolerable; yet even 
eee admitted addition. 
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„And there came a grievous 


'£& 
* 


„ Pharoah, and into his ſervants 


. © houſes, and into all the land of 


rupted by reaſon of the ſwarm 
4 of flies.“ Eh on ci 


4 ſwarm of flies into the houſe of 
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la the former i In 


not find that either the frogs or 


lice were in a ſtate of putrefaction, 


but here they bred corrupted Mat- 


ter, and tainted the whole land. 


But ſoret ſeverities even than theſe 


than marble heart of this incorri- 


gible Pharoah, and at laſt, locuſts 


of ſtupendous fize (ſuch as were 


never ſeen before, and are never 


to be ſeen hereafter) ſtung him 
into ome ſenſe of obedience; It 


was not even in the power of 


_darkneis—ſuch darkneſs as might 


be felt hat an 1dea | to ſubdue = 


him entirely: And God hinnſelf 


was obliged, as it were, to go 
$751 forth 


7 ; a £ : p 
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forth in the dead of night with 
the ſword of general deſolation. 


This effected che great buſineſs of 


' reformation, and reſtored che Iſra- 


now, having laid afide his terrors,. 


he diſplayed ſuch. a train of merci 
ful miracles, as no language but 

that of the ſcriptures could give 
and perfect propriety, indeed, may 
Choſen Nation, and à People of 


fore: them, in the pillar of a cloud, 
to: lead them the way; and by 
"ws in a pillar of fire, 10 give 


4.4 * 


God. What did he not exert in 
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chem light. When purſued by 
the Egyptians, he fought on their 
fide; And the cloud came be- 
tween the camp of the Egyptians 
and the camp of Iſrael, and it was 
2 cloud and darkneſs: 10 them, but 
it was light by rt . Nor 
was e _ 10 * 

mY cauſe the: 4 to 5 back 
by a ſtrong eaſt 'wind all 'night, 
and ile! the-iſen' rp And and 
divided the waters, ſo that this fa- 


voured people went in the midſt 
of the ſea upon dry ground; and 


the very waters were a wall unto 


them on their _ n _ 


% 9 e 21.32 * i 


— 


or Ant enn 93 5 100 We 
5 yet all theſe miracles could 


not keep this ungrateful race 
from diſcontent. They murmur 
for water, and the fluid which was 
naturally bitter, is inſtantly ſweet - 
ned: They murmur for bread, 
and a delicacy is directly provid- 
ed. They murmur a ſecond time 
for water, and behold the ſoftened 
rock ſupplies them with a copious 
ſtream immediately. In ſhort, 
the tranſactions betwixt God and 
man in reſtoring the Ifraelities 
from captivity to Canaan, are ſo 
many -admirable evidences of al- 
mighty power on the one hand, 
and of human obſtinacy and weak- 
neſs on the other, that although they 
I bt” i + 
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